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YORK RITE OF FREEMASONRY

Addressing the Chair

The rules of order in Freemasonry do not permit discussion, during a Communication, among the Brethren. The Brother who has anything to say to the Lodge, whether it be to enter discussion or to make or second a motion, must rise to his feet, give the sign, and address the Worshipful Master, retaining the sign until seated.

Admonish
One of the most exacting duties in the ethics of Freemasonry is that a Mason shall not publicize the faults of a Brother Mason, but shall whisper good counsel in his ear. An admonition must be given with the language of brotherly affection, the magic tongue of love, and with the persuasive attitude of "mercy unrestrained."

Aged and Infirm

Members of a Lodge who, because of age or infirmity, find it either difficult or impossible to attend the assemblies of their Brethren, stand in need of special consideration by their Lodge; and, because of their condition, they are particularly appreciative of the kindliness or courtesies that may be shown to them. A Lodge will maintain its contacts with them; will see that they are visited; will send them messages on special occasions, and perhaps encourage its members to remember them now and again with appropriate gifts or other reminders. Some Lodges follow the admirable custom of holding an annual “Patriarch's Night” in honor of aged members; others make it a practice at certain intervals to send vehicles for those physically able to attend Lodge but who haven't the means.

Altar

No Brother shall pass between the Altar and the East while the Lodge is at Labor, except when required to do so by ritualistic performance. There should be no obstruction between the East and the Three Great Lights; and, since the Great Lights are the particular responsibility of the Worshipful Master, no Brother should ever obscure his view of them, except as necessary during the conferral of Degrees. Symbolically the Altar is a cube in shape, though in practice it is frequently made oblong. Its top should be at least large enough to hold the Open Bible. The ballot box should never rest upon the Bible but by its side or on a small stand or table, west of the Altar. The Altar must not be covered or decorated with the national or any other flag, although it may be draped with a black altar cloth underneath the Bible in observance of the death of a Lodge Brother, or by direction of the Grand Master. (See under “Memorial Observance”) The shape, size, accouterments, and location of the Altar have together a symbolism of their own. It is in the center of the Lodge room. All ritualistic work is done around it. At its foot the candidate is obligated and brought to light. From it the Holy Bible sends out its rays like the sun in the midst of its planets. It is the nucleus of the Masonic life—the sacred point within the circle of the Brotherhood. Its sacredness is the guiding principle in all our attitude towards it.

Anno Lucis
Anno Lucis (Year of Light) is a Masonic calendar system counting years from 4000 BCE.  Add 4000 years to the Common Era Thus, 2000 + 4000 = A.L. 6000

Annual Budget

A budget for the lodge must be prepared and adopted for the ensuing year. It is the responsibility of the Master to charge the treasurer and finance committee with this task and to do so in a timely fashion, that presentation and discussion can occur in lodge prior to its adoption. It is recommended that each lodge develop a 5-year financial plan against which the annual budget development is measured. Budget development is unique to each lodge, but some general principles do apply:

1. All anticipated income to the lodge must be specified;

2. Whenever income is posited as a range forecast (i.e.- a fund raiser will earn $500-$1000) the lower figure should be used.

3. Expenditures for ongoing operations should be incorporated.

4. Expenditures for new projects should be accompanied by a goal statement. (i.e.- the lodge decides to support a youth team next year- why?)

The projected budget should be printed and handed out to every member at the annual meeting where the budget will be proposed. Subsequent treasurer's reports at lodge meetings should announce expenditures "which are part of the budget." Only those proposed expenditures which are not "part of the adopted budget" need be discussed and approved by vote.

Annual returns

It is the duty of each Lodge to make annual returns and to make certain annual payments to Grand Lodge; the neglect of a Lodge to make returns and pay dues for two consecutive years shall subject it to forfeiture of its Charter; and failing to pay its dues for one year, the Lodge shall not be entitled to be represented in Grand Lodge. The Annual Return must be certified by the Secretary, approved by the Master and transmitted to the Grand Secretary’s Office before the FIRST DAY of FEBRUARY in each year. The payment of Per Capita Tax is due NO later than March 15th. (Const. 600.10) (Const. 313.6 Revised 1992). 

Anteroom

As soon as a Brother enters a Masonic hall to attend a Communication he comes under the sway of Masonic etiquette. If he is late, he should not indulge in loud talking that may be heard in the Lodge, and his demeanor toward other Brethren, whom he may meet there, should be courteous and respectful there, as well as elsewhere, Masonry does not give any man license to take personal liberties with another! This is especially true if any candidates are present waiting their call to the preparation room; to give them the impression that vulgar conduct, levity, practical joking, or other forms of disrespect are countenanced by the Craft as a misrepresentation of the Lodge. The Tiler has it especial]y in charge to see that anyone in the anteroom observes the same decorum as he would in all other precincts of the Temple. Moreover, the Tiler, if he rightly understands his own art, will see that the anteroom is kept clean and in order; the aprons neatly piled; books, newspapers, and litter not left scattered about; a fitting place, in short, through which to make entrance into a Masonic Lodge. In the Jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York there is no authorized Tiler's Oath. No person is to be admitted into a Masonic Lodge except by permission of the Worshipful Master. When a would-be visitor appears, it is the duty of the Tiler to notify the Worshipful Master of the presence of the visitor. The Worshipful Master may appoint a Committee to examine the visitor and report to the Master concerning the visitor's order, and if he has convinced the examining Committee that he is a Mason, then in all probability the Worshipful Master will grant him permission to enter. If a Brother is late, he does not enter the Lodge until permission is obtained from the Master, through the Junior Deacon and the Tiler, for him to do so. He should enter through the Outer Door only. The Inner Door is for use only during the conferral of Degrees. To permit it to be used otherwise is a disturbance or dislocation of the entire system of the ritual. It is the Tiler's duty to see that this rule is rigidly enforced. 

Apron
When wearing clothing that would conceal the Apron, always wear the Apron on the outside of the garment, except when wearing a formal cutaway (tails). A Grand Lodge officer should wear the Apron of his office, not only to pay proper respect to the Lodge or Grand Lodge, but also as a means to identify the office he holds or the highest office held, except when filling an office in the advancing line of Lodge officers. At Masonic Memorial Services, all Lodge officers and Brethren, regardless of station, should be clothed in white aprons. The Grand Master may grant dispensation for wearing officer regalia for special occasions outside the Lodge room. Inside the Lodge at public functions, when the Bible is open on the altar, officers should wear regalia, and Brethren should be clothed

in Aprons. When gloves are worn, there are no fixed rules as to their detail, except that they should be white. The Apron of a Master or a Past Master, unless he also carries the title of Right Worshipful, should be white, trimmed with blue and silver alone, never purple and gold. 
Ballot

The Grand Lodge Constitutions make discussion of the ballot a Masonic offense. Except for the Holy Bible, the ballot is the most sacred thing in the Lodge. Every Mason owes to his Lodge the duty of protecting it against poor material, and every Mason owes to every petitioner a fair ballot the only

protection a petitioner has against unfair discrimination and unreasonable prejudice. The upright man and Mason will never allow personal spite to influence his behavior at the ballot box. The Tiler, if a member of the Lodge, has a right to ballot and should be urged to do so.

Beacon Project

Masons have a long history of supporting learning, education and public schools. Masons in New York City established the first public schools, which became the model for public education in the State under Gov. DeWitt Clinton. It is fair to say that Masons have been involved with schools, but not necessarily in the schools. If there is one fact we know about the new century it is that we cannot count upon the government or even our taxes to support many public institutions, including our community schools. Therefore, the importance of volunteerism has reached a new high and the demand has outstripped the supply.  Volunteers are generally welcome in the schools in New York. They play a daily and component part in nearly every aspect of the school day. They help in classrooms, cafeterias, on the playing field, on field trips and at special events. Beginning in September 2002 a statewide team of volunteers, sponsored through the Masons of the State of New York, will begin working with local schools. In capacities large and small we will work to improve the experience and educational opportunities of the children in their community. What a gift to give to our children and grandchildren! And, one need not be a Mason to enroll with us. This project involves everyone: spouses, family members, friends, business associates, neighbors and affiliated Masonic groups are encouraged to participate

Benediction
A Lodge must never be closed without a solemn invocation of Divine Blessing.

Bible Presentation

It is the custom in this Grand Jurisdiction, for Lodges to present to each candidate a copy of the Holy Bible. The Bible may be presented at the time the Master of the Lodge believes appropriate. When presented in the First Degree, it preferably is done prior to the Master's work at the end of the Degree. When presenting the Bible always give it to the candidate open. Thus it is a symbol of the way the Book lay upon the Altar; symbolically, that the Bible be opened and read frequently in the home.

Black Book
The Black Book is used to list the names of all those who petitioned for membership but were rejected because they could not meet the requirements for admission to the Fraternity. All such rejections, and those members suspended or expelled for un-Masonic conduct, must be carefully noted. The Black Book is not to be used to record the names of members who are unaffiliated for non payment of dues.

Blood Donor Program

Endeavors to provide the framework that will raise the level of awareness regarding the need for a safe community blood supply and facilitate the donation of blood by Masons, their families and friends.

“Brother Bring a Friend Night”

The goal of bringing new members into our Craft is an important one. This program is a vehicle that allows us to accomplish that goal, while at the same time, giving us an opportunity to expose our beloved Craft to non-Masons. The purpose of the evening is to expose qualified men to our gentle Craft. If the program runs well, these men will be exposed to Masonic History, a Masons Commitment to his Community through Masonic Charity and Community Service, Masonic Literature, The Degree System and Masonic Costumes, the uplifting symbolism of the Working Tools and last but perhaps most important: Masonic Fellowship and Fun.

“Brother” is a Title

In the usages of Freemasonry, “Brother” is neither a sentimental or familiar form of address but is a title, as much so as Worshipful, Right Worshipful, or Most Worshipful, and must always be used as such. A man does not attend a Lodge Communication in his capacity as a private individual; he is not Joe, or Bill, or John. He is there in his capacity as a Master Mason, and for this reason, should never in open Lodge refer to “Bill B.”, but always to “Brother B.” in the same literal sense as any other officer in Lodge or Grand Lodge. Always address a Grand Lodge Officer at any Communication by his correct title. He in turn must show the same courtesy to other Grand Lodge Officers present as well as to the Worshipful Master and to the Brethren of the Lodge. The rule of etiquette should be precisely observed, no matter what ties of family or friendship may exist. The use of the word “Sirs” in conjunction with any Masonic title is improper.

Camp Turk
6461 Round Lake Road,

Woodgate, NY 13494
Telephone:
Summer 315-392-2081
                  Fax:    315-392-2028

Winter (315) 942-6716

Email Address: campturk@aol.com
Camp Turk is our Masonic Youth Camp situated on 1600 private acres surrounding Round Lake in Woodgate, N.Y. located in the Adirondack Park. There is one adult counselor/staff member for every 4 campers. The camp is open to boys or girls who are 9 to 16 years of age. Each boy or girl group will enjoy 3 weeks of camp.

Cash Book
This is another book the Secretary should use, unless he has a computer. All the monies he receives should be entered therein; also, the disbursements, so that the income, less the expenditures, plus the balance carried forward at the beginning of each period, will at all times enable him to determine the balance of cash in the hands of the Treasurer. (LS Form 181 or 182).

Certification of Investiture of Master-Elect


Immediately prior to the Installation Ceremony, the invested Master-elect is required to "prove" himself in possession of the Secrets of the Chair. A brief certification ceremony must be performed in a tiled room, i.e. a Lodge, anteroom or preparation room, in the presence of at least three Past Masters, one of whom should be the Installing Marshal.
Chaplain

As an officer of the Lodge, or while acting in that capacity, the correct place for the Chaplain during a Communication is in the East at the Worshipful Master's immediate left. During the recital or reading of those portions of Scripture assigned to the perambulation in each of the Degrees, the Chaplain should stand at the Altar, taking a position on its west side, facing the Master. Full directions for the correct rendition of this ceremony are given in District Conventions. (See under “Prayer.”) The prayers and those portions of the Scriptures assigned to the circumambulations should be recited or read by the Chaplain, standing west of the Altar facing East. A Chaplain may kneel to pray.

Child Identification Program

www.nychip.org
The mission of the Child ID Program is to:

· provide a vital community service 

· aid in the safe recovery of a lost or missing child 

· aid in the safe recovery of a lost senior citizen 

· encourage Masons to become involved in their communities 

· promote a positive image of Masonry in our communities, broadening public awareness and recognition of Masonry as an involved community organization 

The Grand Lodge Program consists of a video tape and a Photo Identification card. Any lodge that would like to schedule a training session or obtain the necessary equipment and supplies, please contact the State Chairman, Clarence Eckhoff who will see to it that the Regional Chairman follow up with the training session.  

As of September 30, 2005: 

· 34,564 children have participated in this program for 2005. The previous high was 28,932 in 2004. 

· A total of 267,565 children have participated in this program.
Clandestine Lodge

A Clandestine Lodge is one professing to be a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons acting under authority from any source not recognized as regular and legitimate by, and not having Masonic intercourse with, the Grand Lodge of New York. (Const. 703) (Masonic Law 3).

Clandestine Mason

A Clandestine Mason is one who received his degrees in, or is a member of, a body not recognized as being Masonically legal by the Grand Lodge of New York, or in a Lodge operating outside the lawful foundation of its Grand Lodge. (Const. 704) (Masonic Law 4). 

Community Service Committee

GOAL:

For every Lodge in this jurisdiction to be actively involved in at least one program or project which aids its community.

OBJECTIVES:

Assist Lodges in selecting and implementing a community project by providing instructional material and seminars. 

Keep Lodges informed of new projects and procedures which will enhance the overall Community Service Program. 

Awarding those Districts, Lodges and/or individuals who perform community services with exceptional distinction.

Condition of the Lodge

The Secretary must make a full and correct report annually to the District Deputy Grand Master of the condition of the Lodge on the thirty-first day of December, in the form prescribed by Grand Lodge, to be transmitted on or before the First Day of February. The District Deputy Grand Master is required to transmit the same to the Grand Secretary on or before the First Day of April. (Const. 121.4 & 313.8 Revised 1993) (Masonic Law 1024).

Correspondence

Masonic titles should never be used on the outside of an addressed envelope. In the salutation of a letter, the Masonic title should be used, followed by the address, then “Dear Brother” or “My Dear Brother”’ followed by the first or last name, or title. Copies of letters to the Grand Master, in which the subject matter concerns the Lodge (i.e. requests for dispensations that require the Grand Master’s approval, etc.) should be sent to the District Deputy Grand Master as a fraternal courtesy. (Const. 364 Revised ’94). The original letter, however, should be addressed to the Grand Master in care of the Office of the Grand Secretary. Such letters should not be mailed to the Grand Master’s place of residence. 

Daniel Carter Beard Masonic Scouter Award

The Daniel Carter Beard Masonic Scouter Award is an honor due to members of the Masonic Lodge who act as role models and provide dedicated service to the young men in the BSA. The Daniel Carter Beard Masonic Award not only supports the Masonic relationship through the man who brought Scouting to America, but proclaims the integrity of the recipient who is honored by receiving the award. The Daniel Carter Beard Masonic Scouter Award is a Boy Scout Community Organization Award, used by community organizations to honor their volunteers for Scouting.  Recipients are presented a medallion on a neck ribbon and may wear the generic Boy Scout Community Organization Award Square Knot.

Eligibility

The award will be presented to a Master Mason who is currently a registered Scouter and active in a Scout unit, district, council, or national affiliate, and has displayed outstanding dedication to the Scouting program through: 

· developing of Scouting units; 

· assisting lodges in forming units; 

· exemplifying the Scout Law and Masonic virtues; 

· recruiting Scouting volunteers; 

· strengthening the relationship between Freemasonry and Scouting. 

Work accomplishment and dedication, rather than a specific number of years in Scouting, will be the criteria for this award. 

Nominations

· The nominee must be recommended by a Master Mason in good standing.  

· The Official Nomination form (Petition) must be used. 

Presentation of the Award 

The Daniel Carter Beard Scouter Award will be presented at the discretion of the Grand Master.  It may be presented at a Grand Communication or other similar meeting where a representative of the Grand Lodge makes the presentation. Arrangements also can be made to make the presentation at a Lodge or Scouting-related function. In all cases, a representative of the Grand Lodge should present the award. 
The cost of the award kit is $35, which is borne by the candidate's lodge. Checks (only Lodge checks are accepted) are to be made payable to the "Grand Lodge F. & A.M. of Pennsylvania" and submitted with the petition. Following appropriate Masonic protocol, they are submitted to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania through their home jurisdiction's Grand Secretary for the recognition kit. The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania will then forward the information on awardees to the Boy Scouts of America, Relationships Division, Irving, TX for the official record of recipients.
Daughters of the Nile

Daughters of the Nile is a benevolent international organization for women who are related by birth or marriage to a Shriner/Master Mason or Daughter of the Nile. It boasts 149 Temples throughout the United States and Canada. This organization was founded in 1913 by 22 progressive women with strength of purpose and vision. Since that time the membership has flourished. We have over 48,000 members throughout the North American continent. Daughters of the Nile enjoys its heritage through its close fraternal association with the Shrine of North America.

Death of a Brother

At the death of a Brother, the Worshipful Master may order the Lodge to be in mourning for a period of thirty days. During this time the Altar should be covered with a suitable cloth of black crepe on top of which the Bible is placed. A small band of black crepe is to be tied to the head of each staff, to each of the three gavels, and to the Marshal's baton. 

Dedicated Service Award

The Dedicated Service Award is given to a lodge member who, through commitment of his time and expertise in performing various functions for the lodge, exemplifies true dedication to Freemasonry. These Brothers support our Lodges with their presence, time and talent and inspire and motivate others to emulate their examples of true Masonic dedication.
Dewitt Clinton Award:

The DeWitt Clinton Award recognizes distinguished or outstanding VOLUNTARY community service by a non-Masonic organization or individual whose actions exemplify a shared concern for the well-being of Mankind and a belief in the worldwide Brotherhood of Man. To qualify, the nominee must be distinguished for outstanding contributions of time, skills, and financial support given freely toward truly significant endeavors in the interest of their community. THE NAME DEWITT CLINTON IS SYNONYMOUS WITH PUBLIC SERVICE. DEWITT CLINTON SERVED THE COMMUNITY IN MANY CAPACITIES: AS GRAND MASTER OF THE GRAND LODGE OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF NEW YORK FOR 14 TERMS (1806-1820), AS A STATE LEGISLATOR, A U.S. SENATOR, MAYOR OF NEW YORK CITY, AND GOVERNOR OF NEW YORK STATE. HE WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM IN NEW YORK STATE AND THE OPENING OF THE ERIE CANAL.

Dimit

A formal request by a brother to cease his membership in the lodge which must be granted provided his membership is not in anyway jeopardized by his current circumstance; once dimitted, the brother becomes an Non-affiliated Mason and may join any lodge by successful petition. Const. Sec. 369: Any member of a Lodge against whom charges are not pending and who does not stand suspended pursuant to Section 405 of the Constitutions and whose dues and indebtedness to the Lodge are paid, may withdraw from membership by presenting a written application therefore at a Stated Communication. The Lodge shall grant the request of the Brother by dropping his name from the rolls and his membership shall thereby be terminated. A brother thus dropped from the roll of a Lodge shall be entitled to a dimit setting forth the fact. 

Discussion in Lodge

Many Lodge propositions are decided by ballot because the business of Masonry is so democratically managed. The discussion of such proposals and business in Lodge, Grand Lodge, and other assemblies has a large importance and must be properly safeguarded lest it be corrupted into acrimonious argument or degenerate into a conflict of personalities; in other words, discussion also has its etiquette. Etiquette for the Fraternity is set forth with great weight and feeling in the Old

Charges, to which prior reference was made. Regulations governing discussion in Grand Lodge are prescribed in the Rules of Order, printed with the Constitutions; regulations for discussions in Lodge are imbedded here and there in the Constitutions, are stated in Lodge By-Laws, and elsewhere. They all belong to a prescribed mode of conduct defined as Masonic etiquette, especially in our discussions.

Prohibitions in all Masonic discussions:

All sectarian discussion, all argument or statement pro or con as to the merits of politics, of any given religion or theological creed, of racial questions, of private business, or of any other non-Masonic subject by which men are divided into classes, feuds, schisms, or are opposed on sectarian issues, is at all times forbidden.

It is strictly forbidden to discuss a petitioner (other than to read his petition and indicate whether the report of the Investigating Committee is favorable or unfavorable), and for a Mason to reveal how he has voted, or in any way to seek to persuade members to vote one way or another. All offensive personal remarks, all expressions of bitterness or ill will, acrimoniousness, and all or any slurs upon the Lodge or its officers, Grand Lodge or its officers, and the Fraternity itself, and all flippant, unseemly, or discourteous remarks addressed to the Lodge or to its officers, are condemned alike by the principles of common courtesy and etiquette and by the disciplinary laws of the Craft.

A Brother wishing to participate in a discussion in open Lodge should always rise, come to the Sign of Fidelity and when recognized by the Worshipful Master and with his permission, thank him for his recognition, and then speak on the subject at issue in the fewest possible words. The privilege of the floor should not be used as an opportunity to deliver a speech merely for its own sake.

Dispensations
Requests for Dispensation are to be addressed to the Grand Master in care of the Grand Secretary. The Dispensation request needs to be from an officer empowered to make such requests, such as the DDGM, or the Master of the Lodge, or if granted authorization by the Master of the Lodge, the Secretary may make the request on behalf of the Master.

 

The request for Dispensation needs to be signed by the officer making the request. If the Master is making the request, it should be signed by the Master and attested to by the Secretary's signature. In the case of the Master and/or Secretary making the request, it must also bear the seal of the Lodge. In the case of the DDGM making the request, the DDGM should make the written request upon his official stationary bearing his signature. Grand Lodge will accept hard copy by mail, fax or e-mail; provided the document bears the appropriate signature(s) and seal. They cannot accept requests that are not signed by the appropriate officer(s).

 

The DDGM is empowered by Section 121, Paragraphs 6 and 7 (Page 10) of the Constitutions to grant specific dispensations on a limited basis within his respective district. A summary report of the dispensations granted by the DDGM must be submitted to the Grand Master on an annual basis in accordance with Section 364 of the Constitutions.

· “Dispensations which MAY be Granted...”

1) Waiver for two-week minimum interval between the conferral of each Degree for the same candidate. (Masonic Law 589, 190) (Const. 361). (ONLY the Grand Master May Grant)

2) Permission to allow the conferral and procurement of the advancement of a Brother in a Lodge not having jurisdiction over the candidate. (Masonic Law 593). To meet emergencies, particularly in the case of men in, or about to be inducted into the armed forces, it is within the powers and prerogatives of the Grand Master to permit the conferring of the Masonic degrees upon a candidate by a Lodge other than the one in which he was accepted. The District Deputy Grand Master may grant such a dispensation for the Masonic Degrees, excluding the First Degree of Masonry, only if the Lodges involved are within the District assigned to the District Deputy Grand Master. (Const. 364 Revised 1994 & Masonic Law 205). 

3) Permission to confer a Degree in a place other than a Regular Lodge room. (i.e. outdoors, in a cavern, in a church, etc.) (Masonic Law 635). The Grand Master may issue a dispensation for a Lodge to confer degrees outside a regular Lodge room, but where a Lodge has a meeting place for its regular Communications, its request to be permitted to hold Special Communications at some other place in order to expedite the conferring of degrees, does not create such an emergency as authorizes the Grand Master to grant a dispensation therefore. (Masonic Law 189). (ONLY the Grand Master May Grant)

4) Permission to confer a Degree upon more than five candidates.(Masonic Law 638) (Const. 361) (Masonic Law 201). (ONLY the Grand Master May Grant)

5) Permission for a Lodge to hold its Stated Communication on a temporary basis in a location other than the fixed place identified on its Charter. (Masonic Law 787). (ONLY the Grand Master May Grant)

6) Permission for a Lodge in New York State to allow a Brother or Brothers from another Grand Lodge’s jurisdiction to confer a Degree upon a true candidate using the ritual of the foreign jurisdiction. (Masonic Law 835). However, it has been the policy of the Grand Lodge to only grant permission for such conferrals on an exemplar or pseudo candidate. Likewise, true candidates of New York Lodges are to be initiated and advanced using the Standard Work and Ritual approved by the Grand Lodge of New York. The exception being a true candidate of a New York Lodge who receives his Degrees from a Lodge located outside this jurisdiction. (ONLY the Grand Master May Grant)

7) Permission granted to the D.D.G.M. to assemble a Lodge for the purpose of electing a new Master, Senior Warden or Junior Warden, in the event that their offices have been vacated as defined by our Masonic Constitutions. (Masonic Law 937-939). When an officer elect dies before his installation, the Grand Master may issue his dispensation to hold a new election. (Masonic Law 192). (ONLY the Grand Master May Grant)

8) Permission to wear Masonic Regalia, Aprons and Jewels in public. (Masonic Law 803). The Worshipful Master may, only on a dispensation granted by the Grand Master or the District Deputy Grand Master, permit the Brethren of a Lodge or District to wear Masonic clothing and insignia in a dignified manner or such occasions as the Grand Master or District Deputy Grand Master may deem appropriate. A request for granting such permission shall be made in writing to the Grand Master or the District Deputy Grand Master at least 30 days prior to the event accompanied by full details and information of the occasion. The District Deputy Grand Master may grant such a dispensation only if the Lodges involved are within the District assigned to the District Deputy Grand Master. (Const. 315 and 121.7 Revised 1994).

9) The Master, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer and Secretary of a chartered Lodge must be chosen annually by ballot.. at the first Stated Communication of such Lodge following the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge in May, summoned as required by Charter, and be installed no later than June 30 by an actual Master or Past Master of a Lodge. .. If at the time prescribed a Lodge shall fail to elect, or within the time prescribed shall fail to install, its Master and Wardens, or any of them; or if having elected its Master and Wardens at the prescribed time, any of them shall fail or refuse to be installed within the prescribed time, the Grand Master may grant a dispensation to such Lodge to elect or to install such officer or officers as the exigencies of the case may require. (Const. 302 Revised 1992). (ONLY the Grand Master May Grant)

10) The Grand Master may properly grant a dispensation for the holding by two Lodges of common installation ceremonies at a place selected by them. (Masonic Law 204). (ONLY the Grand Master May Grant)

· “Dispensations which CANNOT be Granted...”
1) No dispensation can be granted to Initiate a non-resident Candidate. A Waiver of Jurisdiction must be obtained through the Grand Secretary’s Office. (Masonic Law 846).

2) No dispensation can be granted to cancel or change the day or time that a Lodge may have its Stated Communication, even if it falls on a Holiday. Only the Lodge’s by-laws govern such changes and cancellations. (Masonic Law 623-626). The Master has the power and authority to call additional meetings in the form of Special Communications. (Masonic Law 627).

3) No dispensation can be granted to change the constitutional requirement which stipulates when to hold the election and installation of Lodge Officers. (Masonic Law 193).

4) No dispensation can be granted to permanently remove a Lodge from its regular meeting place. Only formal approval from the Grand Master which amends the Charter of the Lodge, can consummate this change. (Masonic Law 786).

5) No dispensation is necessary to allow a Brother or Brothers from another Grand Lodge’s jurisdiction to confer a Degree upon an exemplar or “dummy” candidate using the ritual of the foreign jurisdiction. (Masonic Law 835).

6) No dispensation can be granted to waive the constitutional requirement of appointing an Investigating Committee of not less than three members to investigate and make a written report on ALL petitioners, whether it is for Initiation or Affiliation. (Masonic Law 535).

7) No dispensation can be granted which allows a Constitutional Officer to hold two or more offices concurrently in the same Lodge. The Constitutional Officers are the Master, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Senior Deacon, Junior Deacon, Treasurer, Secretary and Tiler. The Tiler’s chair is located outside of the Lodge and he obviously cannot hold an inside position concurrently. (Masonic Law 888). A Grand Master’s decision states that an Elected Officer cannot concurrently be a Trustee.

8) No dispensation can be granted which allows a Trustee to be a Non-Resident of the State of New York, in a Lodge that has been qualified under the Benevolent Orders Law. (Suppl. 899).

Only the Grand Master and the District Deputy Grand Master have the authority and power to grant a dispensation as specified above. The District Deputy Grand Master may only grant dispensations, when permitted, for Lodges within his respective District. Other Grand Lodge Officers and Past Grand Lodge Officers (i.e. Staff Officers, Grand Reps., etc.), do not have the power or authority to grant any dispensations.
District Deputy Grand Master

In the absence of the Grand Master or Deputy Grand Master, when the District Deputy Grand Master (DDGM) visits a Lodge in his District, whether it be formally or informally, he does so at the direction of; and as the Deputy of, the Grand Master. He should never be addressed by his first name during any part of Lodge ceremonies. Such conduct demeans his office. Except when the Grand Master or Deputy Grand Master are present, when visiting Lodges in his District, the DDGM should always be announced by the Tiler and the Junior Deacon as “about to enter.” He never “craves” nor “seeks admittance,” for he may walk in, and just as either the Grand Master or Deputy Grand Master could, he may take the gavel from the Master, and preside over the meeting, whether the Master wills it or not. 
A District Deputy Grand Master is required by our constitutional law to visit officially every Lodge in his District at least once during his term. He comes there to perform certain specific duties required by Grand Lodge and to give the Brethren the message of the Grand Master. This message contains matters of importance concerning that which the Grand Master, in his wisdom, deems necessary to inform the Craft. The remarks of the DDGM then are of supreme importance. It is his evening. No program of speeches, not related to his visit, should be allowed. What he has to say should stand out; nothing must detract from it. Except upon his own express invitation, nobody should sit in the East with the District Deputy Grand Master during his official visit except the Lodge's Master, Chaplain, and the Grand Lodge Staff Officer (GDC, GS, GSB) assigned to the District and accompanying the DDGM. Other exceptions are elective Grand Lodge Line Officers: the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Senior Grand Warden, Junior Grand Warden, Grand Treasurer, Grand Secretary. As a matter of courtesy no District Deputy Grand Master would be so forgetful as not to insist that any Past Grand Master honoring him (the DDGM) should occupy a seat in the East.

In his District, the DDGM is outranked only by the Grand Master and/or Deputy Grand Master. The District Deputy Grand Master is the personal and official representative of the Grand Master in his District. Every honor, every token of respect due to the Grand Master must, therefore, be paid to his Deputy. In this way the office of Grand Master is honored through the office of his Deputy.

The Constitutions of Grand Lodge requires that a Lodge shall pay the expenses of the District Deputy Grand Master incidental to his official visit. In some Districts, where the Lodges are widely

scattered, a visit means an expenditure of time, energy, and money, and while the DDGM is always happy to give his time and energy, he should not be called upon to spend his own money for purposes in no sense private to himself; especially in this case, when his coming is not in his own name, but as a personal representative of the Grand Master. It is an act of courtesy, both to the

Grand Master and to his personal representative, to discharge so elementary an obligation.

Duties per Grand Lodge:

· Appointed by the Grand Master to serve two one year terms. 

· The personal representative of the Grand Master in the District. 

· Will serve as the Senior Masonic Officer and Chief Administrative Officer; with final executive authority, in the District.

· Responsible for providing the leadership in your District. 

· Will conduct an “Official Visit” to each Lodge at least once annually to examine the Lodges books and deliver the Grand Masters message.

· Presiding Officer at the Grand Lecturers Convention.

Dress (Attire)

The matter of attire depends entirely upon circumstances and is a point Grand Lodge leaves to each constituent Lodge to decide, though much may be said in favor of formal attire, since it is a mark of respect to the Fraternity. One thing is certain: if any of the officers are required to wear formal attire, all the officers should wear it without exception; and if he and his colleagues wear it, the Worshipful Master should use a hat to correspond; not a soft hat, a straw hat, or a cap. The members will dress according to private taste; normally with tie and jacket, and it is proper that they enter the Lodge room with Apron properly arranged beforehand, and any other regalia, jewels, etc., in due order. There is a philosophy in dress, as in so many other things, and the dress proper to Masonic occasion is no exception. Its principle is good taste; its practice is to wear such attire as shows respect to the Brotherhood and expresses the dignity of Masonry.

Drug and Alcohol Abuse Prevention

To assist Lodges and Districts to establish “Drug Free School Zones” and “Drug Free Community Zones” in a way that allows Lodges and Districts to be part of a total community effort for drug and alcohol abuse prevention.

Educational Assistance Program 

The Grand Lodge of New York through its Trustees of the Masonic Hall and Asylum established a scholarship in 1996. The Education Assistance Committee of Grand Lodge administers this scholarship program for post high school level students. The effort is directed at the sons, daughters, grandsons and granddaughters of Master Masons in good standing, belonging to Lodges within the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of New York. Awards totaling over $500,000 are made annually based upon academic achievement, community involvement and financial need. Applications for scholarship assistance are available from all Lodge Secretaries, District Deputy Grand Masters and may be downloaded from www.nymasons.org scholarships site (forms). All applications must be complete and postmarked by April 1, including the signature of the Master and Secretary of the Lodge and be embossed with the Lodge seal.

TO BE ELIGIBLE, THE STUDENT:
Must be a child/grandchild or widow of a Master Mason or deceased Master Mason who is or was in good standing in a Lodge under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge, F.&A.M. of the State of New York.

Must show academic or vocational achievement in high school and/or at the collegiate level: minimum G.P.A. 2.75 (80)*

Must demonstrate financial need.

Must submit a typed essay (approx. 250-350 words). 

Must obtain a school transcript to be provided by the school. *

Must be a full time student, taking at least 12 undergraduate credit hours per semester (9 credits Graduate.)

* If you are an adult who has been out of school (high school or college) for more than 5 years, the eligibility requirements marked with an asterisk (*) do not apply.

Election to Office

There is neither law nor tradition that gives any officer of the Lodge a “right” to be advanced to either an elected or appointed office. In many Lodges the officers seem to believe that, if one of their number is absent, the officer next lower should occupy the chair of the absent one. 
Advancement of elected or appointed officers is proscribed by The Constitutions and is explained in the Standard Monitor under the Second Prerogative of the Worshipful Master: “Second Prerogative: To fill temporarily all vacancies that may occur in the Lodge offices.” “As it is his duty to set the Craft at work, it is necessary that he have the active cooperation of all the officers, and if any are absent he has full power to select from the Brethren present such as he may deem competent to discharge the duties. There is no advancement by right. If the Senior Warden is absent the Junior Warden does not ex-officio fill the West. The Master appoints a Senior Warden pro tem.” The sole and only general requirement, save in the two or three instances where a man must have held previous office, is that a possible office holder shall have the necessary fitness. But previous office holding is no guarantee of this. The officer should be advanced only if he is fit or proves his proficiency for advancement. And if he is not advanced for lack of proficiency or fitness, neither he nor his friends should take offense. A Brother may be unfit to hold any Masonic office for any number of reasons, all of them creditable to himself; such a thing could be said of many excellent Masons. They are not cast for office holding, and will themselves be happier and their Lodge be the gainer if they use other opportunities for service. 
Election of officers

In accordance with the most recent change to The Constitutions, ALL Lodges must conduct an election of officers at the first Stated Communication in the month of May, which shall be summoned, following the conclusion of the Annual Communication of Grand Lodge, with the installation of the said officers occurring no later than June 30th of the year so elected. It is permissible to hold both the election and installation of officers at the same Stated Communication. (Const. 302).  The Master, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer and Secretary of a chartered Lodge must be chosen annually by ballot…

Election, Certificate of

Constitution Section 313.7: It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the lodge to transmit, immediately after every election, a certificate of the names, residences, Grand Lodge Numbers, Masonic Titles: {i.e. M\W\, R\W\, V\W\, W\, D.S.A. or Bro.} and telephone numbers of the officers elected to the Grand Secretary and to the District Deputy Grand Master of the District in which the Lodge is located. In addition, it shall contain the same information for each Lodge Trustee who currently holds office.
Emblems and Symbols

The symbolical system is absolutely essential to Freemasonry. This system is the foundation of our Ritual, interrelationships and character development—even Masonic etiquette. It is the Craft's one method of teaching its principles to its members, and if that method is mutilated its teaching suffers.

For these reasons it is of the utmost importance that a Lodge shall take pains to see that the emblems and symbols are of a correct design, are well cared for, and are placed at the correct positions. The Altar should be in the center of the room, its sides square with the sides of the room. The Great Pillars should be of the correct height and design and placed one on each side of the Inner Door, the Pillar bearing the Celestial Globe to stand at the candidate's right as he enters. The Ashlars

should be on the Master's platform, or one of its steps: one at either side; the Perfect Ashlar near the Southeast corner, the Rough Ashlar toward the Northeast. See the Standard Monitor for these locations. The Letter G should be above the Master's chair, and should be of tasteful design. The appurtenances used in the Middle Chamber Lecture of the Second Degree should be adequate in size, dignified in appearance, correct in design, and replaced when they become worn from use.

Slides should not be used in the Middle Chamber Lecture as a substitute for physical participation by the candidates. The Holy Bible should be handled with care and reverence and when any of its pages become soiled or torn they should be cleaned or replaced. A bookmarker should never be in evidence on the open Bible. Jewels, regalia, staffs, Aprons should be kept in good order, never suffered to grow shabby or be handled carelessly or in a manner showing neglect. No individual who has private theories concerning the emblems and symbols should be permitted to violate the requirements and

usages of the Craft. Freemasonry is no man's private property, and no man has the right to impose his private notions upon anything appertaining to the Ritual. And, by the same token, it is the height of impropriety for a Lodge to permit any member's name to be engraved upon the embroidered or painted on the dressings of the Altar, stamped or embossed upon the Holy Bible, or otherwise

displayed in, or on, anything belonging to the Ritual and its exemplification.

Entrance of Grand Lodge Officers on Official Visits

The following is meant to be a generic guide for the entrance of Grand Lodge Officers on an Official Visit. The Grand Master has recommended that if the Staff Officer is present that he should be formally received as he serves on the Grand Master's staff. The following does not address local customs such as delegations and other types of entrances. There is no attempt to disturb or change local custom but to address the generic entrance of Officers while on Official Visits. As long as local

customs and traditions are not unconstitutional you are encouraged to add or enhance the following to preserve the Masonic history and integrity of your district.

· The Grand Lodge Staff Officer will cause the Tyler to make an alarm as soon as the Lodge is ready to receive its guests.

· The Tyler will announce the Staff Officer to the Junior Deacon by reading the provided card and then close the door.

· The Junior Deacon will announce the Staff Officer's request for admittance to the Master by reading the provided card. The Master then says “Admit Him”.

· The Junior Deacon will open the door and commands the Tyler to admit the Staff Officer.

· The Lodge is raised as the Staff Officer enters the Lodge Room. The Staff Officer comes to the altar and salutes the Master on the appropriate degree. The Staff Officer proceed to the East where the provided card is read to the Lodge by the Master and Grand Honors are given.

· If the Staff Officer is visiting with the DDGM NO OFFER OF THE GAVEL IS MADE TO THE STAFF OFFICER.

· The DDGM's escort then causes the Tyler to make an alarm. The Tyler announces the DDGM to the Junior Deacon who LEAVES THE DOOR OPEN and announces the DDGM to the Master. The Master does not say “Admit Him”.

· The DDGM and escort enter the Lodge and the Lodge is raised. They move to the altar, salute the Master and proceed to the East. The Master announces the DDGM by reading the provided card and gives him Grand Honors.

· The gavel is then offered the DDGM. He may return it to the Master to conclude some previously agreed upon business or to announce “Sickness or Distress”. The Master will then introduce the DDGM who will take the gavel of the Lodge and is in command for the rest of the evening.

· The DDGM has the prerogative of closing Lodge himself or returning the gavel to the Master for this purpose following the Grand Master's Message and the conclusion of the program.

Flag

The national Flag should be on a staff placed in the East, in the corner to the Master's right. It is improper to use the Flag as a drapery for the Altar, as bunting, hung with stripes vertical as a banner or standard or for decoration purposes, or in lieu of upholstery or as drapery on, or in, any of the chairs, seats, or stations of the Lodge room. The Flag should be given precedence over a Lodge banner, or any other banner, emblem, or device used for a similar purpose in the Lodge room, in public processions, or when displayed on a Masonic building. If a Lodge banner is used it should never be placed in the East, on or next to the Master's dais, but behind either the Treasurer's or the

Secretary's desk, preferably the latter. (See also Grand Master's Edict July 1989 in the 1990 Proceedings)

Frank M. Totton Essay Contest

The Endowment Fund of the Fifth Manhattan District sponsors this contest. The contest is open to any high school senior who is the child or grandchild of a Master Mason, and who anticipates entering an accredited college in the fall. Essays must be between 200 and 350 words, and should not include the author’s name on the front page. They must be accompanied by the Secretary’s signature and Lodge Seal. The awards are: $1,500 for first place; $1,000 for second; $750 for third; $500 for fourth; $350 for fifth; $250 for sixth; and $100 for seventh through tenth. 

Fundraising

The Constitutions and Masonic Law of this jurisdiction prohibits without exception all forms of raffles, lotteries, games of chance, Bingo, card tournaments, gift enterprises and/or gambling whereby the winner(s) is to be determined by lot or chance.

General Douglas MacArthur Youth Award

This award is presented to non-Masons, men, women or organizations, for their “exemplary and voluntary” community service to youth. This award promotes our interest in the youth of our communities. 

George Washington Masonic Historic Site

20 Livingston Avenue, Tappan, NY 10983

(914)359-1359

Open year round, daily 10AM until 4PM.

The DeWint House at Tappan, New York was a temporary headquarters of General George Washington on four separate occasions during the American Revolution. On one occasion it was used for the trial of Major Andre for treason. It is today the oldest surviving structure in Rockland County, NY and is an outstanding example of Hudson Valley Colonial Dutch architecture. The site has undergone extensive restoration and upgrading and many historic artifacts are on display.
Giuseppe Garibaldi
Giuseppe Garibaldi, who became known as "the George Washington of Italy", was made a Mason in Tompkinsville Lodge No. 471 in Staten Island. He returned to his native land where he was instrumental in bringing about the unification of what were then separate political states into the current country of Italy. Bro. Garibaldi was always very open in his Masonic membership and admiration for what Masonry represented. As a result of the esteem in which he was held, the fraternity in that country grew. Bro. Garibaldi was eventually elected Grand Master of two different Grand Lodges. When the unification of the various states was complete, the various Grand Lodges in Italy likewise agreed to form a single Grand body. Bro. Garibaldi was Grand Master of the Grand Orient of Sicily. He was unanimously elected to become the first Grand Master of the new Grand Orient of Italy.

Good Masonic Standing

To be in Good Masonic Standing within the meaning of The Constitutions requires that a Brother shall have been initiated, passed and raised in a just and duly constituted Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons and is not unaffiliated, suspended or expelled, nor have Masonic charges pending. (Const. 700) (Masonic Law 8). Therefore, a Brother who has not paid his dues is still considered Masonically in Good Standing provided the Lodge has not elected to unaffiliate the said Brother for

non-payment of dues.

Grand Honors

Grand Honors are a mark of respect, in a form inherited from the past, accorded to Grand Lodge officers, and, under certain conditions, to Worshipful Masters and to Past Masters, at the discretion of the Worshipful Master of the Lodge. Grand Honors should be accorded in the East and the recipient should come to the Sign of Fidelity. In a Grand Communication they are given to the Grand Master and to visiting Grand Masters, always led by the Grand Marshal. In a Lodge Communication they are given to Grand Lodge officers if officially present as such, and whether or not they are given to Past Grand Lodge Officers must be decided by the Worshipful Master. Grand Honors always must be led by the Master in Lodge meetings, except when given to the Grand Master or Deputy Grand Master; in such cases they are led by the Grand Marshal, Deputy Grand Marshal or by one deputized to act as such. Save in the exception above noted they should always be led by the Master of the Lodge or by one to whom he has surrendered the gavel. No Brother is to be formally received and given Grand Honors after the reception of the Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master, or the District Deputy Grand Master except at their discretion. Applause should never follow the giving of Grand Honors since Grand Honors are a form of Masonic applause. Worshipful Masters who are uncertain as to the correct manner in which Grand Honors should be given may call upon the Grand Lecturer for an explanation and an exemplification at a District Convention; the same may be obtained at anytime through an Assistant Grand Lecturer.

Grand Lecturer and District Conventions

The District Deputy Grand Master should call a District Convention to order. That done he introduces the Grand Lecturer, who immediately proceeds with the work of the Convention. At the time of presenting him, the District Deputy should, as a fitting courtesy, hand the Grand Lecturer the gavel. At the close of the Convention the Grand Lecturer will return it to him. It is the principal duty of the Grand Lecturer to teach the Standard Work exactly as it is prescribed by Grand Lodge; neither he nor any other Mason has power to change it. Any effort to argue with him as to what the Standard Work is, or should be, or any attempt to embarrass him by trick questions, is out of place. The Assistant Grand Lecturer should make the assignment of officers in advance of the Convention. This courtesy is due the Brothers thus selected. If after accepting such an assignment a Brother discovers that he will be unable to attend, he owes the courtesy to his District of sending immediate word to that effect to the Assistant Grand Lecturer. It derogates from the dignity as well as from the success of a Convention to make changes or assignments at the last minute. Every Lodge officer should attend his District Convention each year; it is not a matter of personal preference but of duty, a duty he owes his Lodge, for nothing is more detrimental to the welfare of a Lodge than slovenly ritualistic work. It is important that the District Deputy should have a Convention begin on time. Grand Honors should be given to a Grand Lecturer at the time he is introduced. He, and any other Grand Lodge officer present, should be addressed always by proper title. If an Assistant Grand Lecturer conducts a Convention, he should receive the same courtesies as a Grand Lecturer except Grand Honors, unless he bears the title of Right Worshipful, in which case the District Deputy Grand Master may accord him Grand Honors or not, as he chooses. The duties and powers of the Grand Lecturer are set forth in the Grand Lodge Constitutions as follows: “The Grand Lecturer shall be a Master or Past Master of Masonic skill and learning, and shall have power to appoint one or more competent assistants in each Masonic District subject to the approval of the Grand Master. “It shall be the duty of the Grand Lecturer and his assistants to impart the Standard Work and Lectures approved by Grand Lodge to the Lodges or Brethren in this Jurisdiction, in such manner as the Grand Lodge may prescribe, and to hold annual Conventions for the exemplification of the Standard Work in all of the Masonic Districts in the State.”

· Assistant Grand Lecturer(s)

Duties: 

· Appointed by the Grand Lecturer to serve the Grand Lecturer.

· Assist the Lodges within the district in ritual training. 

· The Grand Lecturer of the Grand Lodge of New York visits each area in the state annually to hold District Conventions. At the Convention, a portion of the ritual is exemplified by selected lodges, and every error is corrected. They are responsible for ritual work at the convention.

· Should hold at least two schools of ritual instruction each year. A School is conducted on the same plan as the District Convention with lodges selected to exemplify the work, and all errors corrected.
· To supervise or conduct joint Ceremonies for the Investiture of Master-Elect in his District

Grand Lodge

Grand Lodge is the great source of power in the Craft. It has legislative, administrative and executive Jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to the Fraternity. Our Masonic traditions are in its keeping. It is only right that our respect for its officers be shown by adhering to certain rules of etiquette necessary to maintain that respect, and this etiquette must be punctiliously observed. Grand Honors and the Sign of Fidelity are symbols of that honor and respect. The Rules of Order found in the Grand Lodge Constitutions have for one of their principal purposes the maintenance of proper decorum in Grand Lodge sessions. They specify certain rules of conduct laid down and to be followed by all present at a Grand Lodge Communication. Talking, promiscuous moving about the room, failure to address the Grand Master when speaking, are all violations of common courtesy and

gentlemanly conduct. In an assemblage numbering over one thousand it is essential that these rules be strictly adhered to in order that business coming before Grand Lodge be dispatched with celerity and at the same time in a dignified manner. These rules of decorum are applicable to Lodges as well as Grand Lodge.

Grand Lodge Officers

Rules for receiving all Grand Lodge officers are substantially the same except in the case of the Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master, or the District Deputy Grand Master. (See under “District Deputy Grand Master”.) 
When representing the Grand Master in his District, the DDGM should always be announced by the Tiler to the Junior Deacon and by the Junior Deacon to the Worshipful Master as “about to enter.” (See section on “District Deputy Grand Master”.) 
A District Deputy Grand Master should be announced by the Tiler and Junior Deacon thus: “The Right Worshipful __________ , District Deputy Grand Master of the ___________ , District, representing The Most Worshipful ___________ , Grand Master of Masons in the State of New York, is about to enter.”

Announcing the Grand Master should be done by the Grand Marshal in the East in the following language: “Brethren, The Most Worshipful ___________ , Grand Master of Masons in the State of New York, is about to enter.” 
The principle underlying these forms is that neither the Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master, nor the DDGM in the absence of either, hold the status of an ordinary visitor who must request admittance. Moreover, they stand in an official relationship to a Lodge that empowers them to enter it and to preside over it on any occasion when duty requires them to do so.

On the visit of the Grand Master or Deputy Grand Master to a Lodge, the Grand Marshal, Deputy Grand Marshal, or a Brother acting as such, is announced by the Junior Deacon to the Master as “The Grand Marshal (or Deputy, or Acting Grand Marshal) of The Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of The State of New York.” The Grand Marshal enters (outer Door remains open), salutes West of the Altar and proceeds to the East where he raises the Lodge and announces the Grand Master, as described above. He returns to the outer door without saluting, as he does not leave the Lodge room, and escorts the Grand Master West of the Altar. The Grand Master salutes the Worshipful Master, and immediately proceeds to the East, without verbal greeting by the Worshipful Master. And having arrived there, the Grand Marshal immediately introduces the Grand Master in the words above used and leads Grand Honors (the Worshipful Master does not lead here; see under “Grand Honors”) then hands the gavel to the Grand Master, who may seat the Brethren and return the gavel to the Worshipful Master, after which the Worshipful Master personally greets and welcomes the Grand Master to the Lodge. 


The order of business from then on is conducted according to the pleasure of the Grand Master, to whom every courtesy should be shown. This same procedure holds for the reception of the Deputy Grand Master in the absence of the Grand Master. 
The Worshipful Master should receive any visitor, official or otherwise, from the East, and should never step down from his rostrum to greet him. The Master must at once uncover as the District Deputy Grand Master enters the Lodge, call up the Lodge with three strokes of the gavel, and remain uncovered until he leaves the room, except during the conferral of degrees. (The Grand Marshal or Deputy Grand Marshal raise the Lodge and announce the entrance of the Grand Master or Deputy Grand Master.) When receiving Past Grand Masters or Elected Grand Line Officers, the Worshipful Master will raise the Lodge before their entrance. When any other current Grand Lodge Officer visits a Lodge, he is invited to enter. He salutes at the Altar and without greeting there, proceeds to the East where the Worshipful Master raises the Lodge, makes the introduction, leads in the giving of Grand Honors and greets the visitor. No applause should be given after the Grand Honors have been completed. For Past Grand Lodge Officers in delegations in such numbers as to crowd the East, they may be greeted West of the Altar and given Grand Honors while there, followed by the instruction to their conductor to “please seat their Brethren as near the East as possible.” The order of reception is defined under Masonic Protocol .
Grand Lodge Services

18th Floor

71 West 23rd Street

New York, NY 10010-4149

Extension 647 and 648

(Fax)
(212) 463-7485

(e-Mail)   LodgeServicesNY@aol.com
Grand Lodge Staff Officer

Duties per Grand Lodge:

· Will work with the District Deputy as a team. Coordinate your plans and support one another as you travel through the Lodges in the District. 

· Responsible for Membership Retention. Will coordinate, promote and build the TEAM which will carry out Education, Leadership, Program Planning and Membership Loss Prevention initiatives in the District. 

· Stress the importance of Brotherhood in such a way to cause our Brethren to desire a lifelong association with our Fraternity.

· Attend Grand Lecturers Convention.

Grand Marshal

The Grand Marshal, there is also a Deputy Grand Marshal who acts in event of his absence and assists in event of his presence, is the majordomo of Grand Lodge. During Grand Lodge Communications, he conducts the procession of Grand Lodge Officers into and out of the Grand Lodge room, leads in giving Grand Honors, and makes certain announcements. He has similar duties at special ceremonials, as cornerstone layings, dedications, etc. When the Grand Master, in person, or through a Deputy, consents to conduct a cornerstone laying, dedication, joins a contingent of Masons in a parade, etc., for a Lodge, District or Masonic-related organization, the ceremony or program, from the moment of his consent, becomes a Grand Lodge activity, and is under the control of Grand Lodge; therefore all matters appertaining to the functions of a Marshal, arrangement of processions, ordering and arrangement according to precedence, giving of Grand Honors, and all similar details and arrangements are exclusively in the Grand Marshal's care, and should be left to him or arranged according to his instructions. It is common courtesy to send the Grand Marshal a copy of all invitations to the Grand Master. Copies of proposed programs and completed visit information form must be sent to the Grand Marshal for his approval.

Heart and Hands Award

The Heart and Hands Award recognizes distinguished or outstanding VOLUNTARY community service by Masonic organization (Lodge, District, Square Club, etc.) or individual Brother whose actions exemplify a shared concern for the well-being of Mankind and a belief in the worldwide Brotherhood of Man. To qualify, the nominee must be distinguished for outstanding contributions of time, skills, and financial support given freely toward truly significant endeavors in the interest of their community.

Historical Register
The Historical Register is actually a permanent record of every member who joined the Lodge from the day of its founding to the present time. It is a complete biographical history of every Brother, living or dead. A Register containing the name of each Brother initiated in, or affiliated with, the Lodge, consecutively numbered, his Grand Lodge number, his age, occupation, nativity and residence, with the dates of his initiation, passing and raising or affiliation, and also the date of his termination or suspension from membership, with the cause thereof, as the same may occur.

HOSPITAL VISITATION PROGRAM

Perhaps the best known of all the MSA Programs is the Hospital Visitation Program which provides assistance and service to our sick or wounded veterans and is truly "Freemasonry working at its best!" The Masonic Service Association of the United States conducts an active Hospital Visitation Program in more than 140 Veterans Administration Medical Centers, several state operated Veterans Homes, and in a number of Military Hospitals, using hundreds of volunteers who contribute more than one-half million volunteer hours of service each year. This program is wholly financed by the voluntary contributions of Masons and Masonic bodies. More than nine million dollars have been expended in the operation of this Program since 1946. The Masonic Hospital Visitation Program, working on behalf of all Freemasons, gives us an opportunity to show the community at large what a "great heart" our fraternity truly has!

Individual Development Course, known by the acronym iDC,

The Individual Development Course, known by the acronym iDC, course will be required of all applicants for District Deputy and Staff Officer next year. This is a new intensive training course. The curriculum has been developed to mirror the offerings available in the corporate world relative to personal and professional training and development programs.  A partial list of the course material includes: The Art and Science of Leadership, Time Management, Professional Approaches to Planning, Problem Assessment and Solution, Project Management, Execution and Accountability, and Decision Making.  

Installation of officers

Installation of officers must occur no later than June 30th of the year so elected. (Const. 302). Officers re-elected must be installed after each election (Const. 306). It is permissible to hold both the election and installation of officers at the same Stated Communication. The installation of the Officers of newly constituted Lodges is done by the Grand Master or his proxy. In existing Lodges, it is the prerogative of the retiring Worshipful Master, but may be done by his proxy, who must be a Past Master of a Lodge. The Marshal and others to whom work is delegated, should likewise be Past Masters.
Plans for the installation are usually made by the Master, the Master-elect, and the Installation Team. It is the prerogative of the Master to install his successor. Responsibility for designating the Installation Team and designing the program lies with the Master. However, the Master of the Lodge should respect the wishes of the Master elect. The Installation Team should be guided by the STANDARD MONITOR and/or RITUAL.


The installation of Officers of a Lodge shall be held behind tiled doors at a Regular or Special Com​munication of the Lodge and/or in a Public Installation at the option of the Master.


The Installing Officer shall be ad​dressed by his title of Worshipful Master, and his assistants as Broth​er Marshal and Brother Chaplain.


Every Officer shall be installed west of the Altar with full ceremony Noth​ing shall be added. (In general, the installation ceremony conducted with dignity but without unnecessary de​lay, should take approximately one hour including the reception of del​egations and dignitaries.) Prior to installation, Officers shall be clothed with aprons of the respec​tive offices in which they are about to be installed. All other Master Masons present shall wear the Apron of the highest Craft rank which they have attained. Wearing of past Officers jewels is optional.

If a draped table is to be used for Officers 'jewels, it should be on the North side of the Altar (or if the lodge room is narrow, on the West side of the Altar)

INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE

Members of an Investigating Committee (minimum of three) are charged with a great responsibility. It is their duty to examine with utmost care the qualifications of a prospective candidate. This is to determine not only whether he is of suitable character for membership in the Lodge but, to a great extent, for membership in the Masonic Fraternity. Before a Master is installed, he must agree that "no person can be made a Mason in, or admitted a member of, any regular Lodge, without previous notice, and due inquiry into his character." Membership in a Masonic Lodge carries with it a very intimate association with his Brethren and their families. The importance of "Harmony being the support of all institutions, especially this of ours" cannot be too strongly emphasized. It must be maintained for the preservation of the fraternal association in our respective Lodges and the Craft.

A Masonic Lodge is a man's Masonic Home, and its sanctity must not be violated by dissension. You have a duty to make diligent inquiry into his moral character. We should remember that it is contrary to the Ancient Landmarks for a petitioner to be questioned as to his particular mode of Faith or political opinion. It is not necessary to ascertain his actual financial worth, earnings and income, because they may not have a direct bearing on his character. 

Each investigation at minimum should consider the following:

1) Is he a convicted felon, if so what are the circumstances and has he correctly provided that information on his application.

2) Is he capable of supporting himself and family.

3) Does he believe in God and the immortality of the soul.

4) Will he be able to conform to the precepts of the Craft.

5) Does he plan on being an active member.

6) Does he seek membership for personal gain or mercenary motives.

7) Will his family support his Masonic career.

Judging a person's character on the basis of one interview is impossible if not unjust. No one can know the quality of a person's character from any series of questions and external observations. That must always be borne in mind by any committee attempting to investigate a prospective member. There is an abundance of material written on this subject. Two Short Talk Bulletins worth taking into consideration are "Diligent Inquiry" (May, 1983) and "The Investigating Committee" (June, 1988).  However, there is a need to update our understanding of the role of the investigating committee. Enlightened people frown on having their character investigated. Likewise, intellectuals frown upon the "black ball rule" and the idea of an investigating committee. The very idea of being interrogated by one unqualified to make a value judgment turns away many of the best qualified candidates from ever petitioning for membership. A more appropriate title may be, "Educating Committee" or "Information Committee". It is presumptuous on our part to claim that we are better prepared than the petitioner to judge if he is Master Mason material. If the petitioner has been informed of the principles, purpose and demands of Freemasonry, he, then, is better qualified than we are to determine whether he should submit his petition to Freemasonry. The main purpose of the committee should be to inform and instruct the petitioner about Freemasonry, what it is and what it is not; the philosophy of Freemasonry and its purpose as well as its demands on the individual. 
Each petitioner should attend a "Brother Bring A Friend Night". This program, if conducted and then followed by a healthy, well directed question and answer period, will help the applicant to come to a better understanding of Freemasonry so he knows what he is joining. Answer any questions the petitioner and his wife may have. Remember, you represent your Lodge and the Craft, so answer the questions professionally, conduct yourself as a Master Mason and leave the petitioner and his wife with a positive impression of Freemasonry. Enable the petitioner to make an educated decision if Freemasonry is for him.

Suggested Material For Applicant:

1) "Tell The Applicant" Short Talk Bulletin 8/54.

2) "Who are the Masons" From Grand Lodge.

3) "What Is Masonry?" Short Talk Bulletin 9/24.

4) "Eleven Reasons For Being Loyal To Freemasonry." 

5) Review Part One Of The L.S.O.M.E. Video.

Investiture Service

Previous to his installation the Master elect of the Lodge must be put in possession of the secrets of the chair. (Const. Sec. 308)

Irregular "Masonic" Groups

The title of this section is misleading, in that properly speaking, an unrecognized group can not be termed "Masonic." Many groups exist which claim to be "Masonic" which are not recognized by the Grand Lodge of Free & Accepted Masons in the State of New York. It is improper and unauthorized for any member or lodge to have fraternal intercourse with such groups or individuals. One would be well advised to check with the Grand Secretary's Office if in doubt about a particular organization's

standing.

Jewels

According to the Grand Lodge Constitutions the “jewels of the officers of Lodges shall be of silver or white metal.” Gold is reserved for Grand Lodge jewels and should not be used by the constituent Lodges. Occasionally one sees Lodge jewels, part silver and part gold even on staves, but this is incorrect. Cases have been observed of Lodges accepting and using solid gold jewels as a present from some outside organization; this is improper in principle as well as a violation of Masonic Law. See the Book of Constitutions. The jewels of Grand Lodge officers are gold or the color of gold (yellow, not white) and should always be worn at Grand Lodge functions. Officers' jewels are a part of the official and necessary insignia of office, and are bestowed as such at the time of installation and should always be worn and respected as such, never as personal or private adornment. In case of questions concerning design, dimensions, etc., of Aprons and jewels, standards will be furnished on application to the Lodge Supplies of Grand Lodge.

Job's Daughters

Job's Daughters is an organization of young women between the ages of 10 and 20 who are related to a Master Mason, and share a common bond. All Job's Daughters are members of a local chapter called a Bethel. Members of a Bethel elect their own officers, decide their own activities, and plan their own events.

Knights of the York Cross of Honour (KYCH)

An invitational body composed entirely of York Rite Masonic leaders. Members must be a Past Master of a Symbolic Lodge, a Past High Priest of a Royal Arch Chapter, a Past Master of a Royal and Select Masters Council, and a Past Commander of a Knight Templar Commandery; and nominated by a KYCH. A past Grand presiding officer receives the title of Knight of the York Grand Cross of Honour (KYGCH) if he serves in such a capacity after becoming a KYCH. Membership is unlimited in the presiding body. The presiding body is a Priory, and the presiding officer is a Prior (titled Eminent). 

List of Lodges - Masonic
Every Secretary should have in his possession the book titled List of Lodges - Masonic which is published annually, in Illinois, and can be purchased from Lodge Supplies. This book contains the names and numbers of all Lodges in all jurisdictions worldwide, most of which are recognized by our Grand Lodge. The Proceedings of our Grand Lodge lists the jurisdictions (Grand Lodges) recognized by our Grand Lodge. Our Lodges cannot receive Masonic visitors except from Lodges belonging to Grand Lodges recognized by our Grand Lodge to be regular.

Lodge Officers Duties

Master: It is the Master's duty to be the chief executive officer of the lodge. He must see that goals and objectives are set for all components of lodge activity and oversee the same. He is responsible for quality communication with all members and outside groups. He leads in public relations. He is in charge of developing the strengths in all brothers and the training of all officers. He is the host, he sees to the well being of the sick or disabled. He organizes support for Grand Lodge activities; he initiates, passes and raises. He represents the Lodge at district functions. He welcomes the District Deputy and Staff Officer. He represents his Lodge at the annual communication of Grand Lodge. Finally, he assists his successor in continuously improving life in the Lodge.

Sr. Warden: It is the job of the Senior Warden to be the strong support on whom the Master relies for assistance in fulfilling his responsibilities. At the same time that the Senior Warden is providing this support, he should also be learning and planning for the eventuality of his own role as Master of the lodge.

Jr. Warden: To the Junior Warden falls the special responsibility of overseeing the provision of meals and refreshments for the Lodge. In other times this was a significantly larger responsibility than now. Nonetheless, it is every bit as important that quality fare be available on all occasions.

Sr. Deacon: It is the Senior Deacon's role to be the official greeter for the Lodge. In addition, he is responsible for handling candidates, assuring that the LSOME education program is used. He coordinates rehearsals with Ritual director, making sure that marshal, stewards, and MC's know floor work.

Secretary: It is your duty to keep a correct record of the proceedings of the Lodge, to receive all money and pay it into the hands of the Treasurer, and to issue summonses at the Worshipful Master's direction. Your love for the Craft and attachment to the Lodge will induce you to cheerfully discharge the duties of your office. In so doing, you will merit the esteem of your Brethren.

Treasurer: It is your duty to keep a faithful account of all money received for the use of the Lodge, and pay it out upon the order of the Worshipful Master, with the consent of the Lodge. Your own honor and the confidence the Brethren repose in you will inspire you to that faithfulness in the discharge of the duties of your office which its im​portant nature demands.

Trustee(s): Your duties as Trustee will be to maintain the real and personal property of the Lodge in such manner as to insure its continued usefulness and well-being, and to submit an annual report, to the lodge, in writing, detailing the work you have done to accomplish this end, including the monetary costs of your efforts. These duties are entrusted to you, confident that you possess the special abilities and talents necessary to successfully execute them for the benefit of the Lodge. A Trustee must be a resident of the State of New York.
Jr. Deacon: The Junior Deacon attends to all alarms at the outer door, assists the Senior Deacon in purging the Lodge, learns ritual for degrees and opening and closing.

Masters of Ceremony: Assists the Senior Deacon in handling of candidates and is his proxy in the preparation room. The duties and functions of Masters of Ceremony are stated in the Standard Monitor. “Installing Officer: My Brothers, you have been appointed Masters of Ceremony of this Lodge, ……. You, as proxies for the Senior Deacon, are to see that candidates for the several Degrees are duly and truly prepared. In the Preparation Room you are to permit no levity, but are expected to conduct your work therein so as to leave an impression on the minds of those seeking Masonic Light, that our institution is dignified and refined, and that its ceremonies have in reality symbolic meaning.” For sake of correct usage in titles we should observe the following: In Grand Lodge they are officers on the Grand Master's staff known as “Grand Directors of Ceremonies.” In the Lodge, however, it is “Senior Master of Ceremony,” “Junior Master of Ceremony,” “Senior and Junior Masters of Ceremony.”

Stewards: Assists Junior Warden in providing refreshments/meals in support of Lodge meetings. Works with Junior Warden to conceive, organize and develop social events in support of the Lodge. Knows degree floor work. In the Installation of Lodge Officers, “Stewards” are installed; not “Senior and Junior Stewards.” These two officers should be known simply as “Stewards.” Neither outranks the other.

Marshal: Provides escort at the direction of the Master; leads floor work; performs such other duties as the Master may direct. The duty of the Marshal of a Lodge is clearly set forth in the Standard Monitor, in his installation ceremony. “It is your duty to have charge of and conduct the processions of the Lodge, and to assist the Senior Deacon whenever that officer may require your services. On all such occasions the good order that may be displayed mainly depends upon your zeal, knowledge, and discretion.” A Marshal who understands the floor work and the conducting of processions will greatly enhance the dignity, orderliness, and beauty of processions in the Lodge room. Directions by the Marshal may be given by voice (moderate tones, not loud militant commands) or movements of his baton.

Tyler: Guards the outer-door, makes alarms and vouches for all brethren seeking admittance or asks for assistance for the same; is in charge of the condition of the Lodge room, including furniture and jewels.

Lodge System of Masonic Education (LSOME).
Every Lodge should be using the Lodge System of Masonic Education (LSOME). The purpose of L.S.O.M.E. is to guarantee that every candidate be properly instructed in the fundamentals that every newly made Mason ought to know. It should be used in conjunction with the new L.S.O.M.E. 1-2-3-4 Video Tape. Every Lodge received from the Committee on Leadership Services five (5) copies of the Lodge System of Masonic Education (LSOME) for use of the Master. If any booklets are lost or misplaced, the Secretary should see that replacements are obtained from Lodge Supplies.

“Mason, Non-Affiliated”

A Non-affiliated Mason is one who, having received his degrees, has failed to sign the by-laws of the Lodge by which he has been accepted and by whose own action or at whose request he has received the Third Degree, or one who, being free of pending charges and indebtedness to a Lodge has voluntarily and upon his own written application, withdrawn there from and is not a member of any other Lodge, or one who, having been expelled from the rights and privileges of Freemasonry,

has been restored thereto by due action of the Grand Lodge, but not elected a member of any particular Lodge; or one who was a member in good standing of a Lodge whose charter has been forfeited or voluntarily surrendered. (Const. 702).

Mason, Unaffiliated
An Unaffiliated Mason is one who has been dropped from membership in a Lodge for non-payment of dues. (Also referred to as Unaffiliated N.P.D.) (Const. 702) (Masonic Law 23).

Masonic Benevolence Committee

Provides for the relief of distressed Masons, their widows and families.

Masonic Care Community

2150 Bleecker Street,

Utica, NY 13501

(315) 798-4850 or (800) 322-8826/

(Fax)
(315) 798-4901

Office: (315) 798-4858/(315) 798-4833

Presently, the campus provides Independent Living at Acacia Village, Adult Care at Wiley Hall, and Skilled Nursing Care in the Health Pavilion. We provide a level of care for every stage in life’s transitions. There’s independent retirement living, residential adult care, skilled nursing care, rehabilitation, and respite and palliative care. These levels exist in a series of carefully-planned facilities, conveniently located on our campus.

Admissions to “The Masonic Care Community”:
In an effort to provide appropriate and continuous care for persons choosing to live on the Masonic Care Community campus, there is a single application required regardless of level of care. Whether a person wants to live at Acacia Village, Wiley Hall or the residential health facility this application needs to be completed prior to admission. 

Persons that are interested in applying for admission to Acacia Village should contact acaciavillage@masoniccommunityny.org, or call us 1-800-593-3353 / 1-315-798-4775.

If a person is applying for admission to the adult care or health facility the Admissions Coordinator is the person to contact. The Admissions Coordinator may be reached at 315-798-4850 or email admissions@masoniccommunityny.org.

The requirements for submitting paperwork beyond the basic application are variable depending on the level of care required. The Admission Coordinator will assist in that process. 

In most cases either the admissions coordinator or an admission counselor will visit you and provide necessary information and guidance. We strongly encourage all persons interested in applying to the Masonic Care Community to make an on-site visit to make an informed decision.

Masonic Development Course (MDC)
The Masonic Development Course (MDC) is designed to provide an introduction to the history, symbolism, etiquette, and traditions of Freemasonry and is for the new brother passing through his degrees and the experienced Mason alike. The MDC course provides the attendee with an in-depth review of the history, development and purpose of Freemasonry as well as a discussion of each of the three degrees to enhance and expand the knowledge and understanding of the intent and relevance of the degree.  Subjects include: The Origin of Freemasonry, the Transition From Operative to Speculative, F&AM - AF&AM, the Origin of the First Grand Lodge, Famous Freemasons, Subjects Not Proper For Discussion in Lodge, Dignity and Decorum with a quiz and a discussion at the conclusion of each section. This three-part course is a combination of reading and discussions among small groups and the entire class. Materials for the class costs $20 per person and includes the training materials and, upon completion, a certificate and a pin. 

Masonic Eagle Scout Award

This distinctive and prized award is bestowed upon Eagle Scouts in recognition of their dedication to Scouting pursuits and achievement. Statistically only 4% of Boy Scouts earn the Rank of Eagle Scout. The recipient receives the bronze citizenship medal approved by the BSA National Council, a commendation from Grand Lodge and a letter from the Grand Master. The award was created through the influence of M.·.W.·. and Honorable Judge Charles W. Froessel, Grand Master, 1944-46, who was an avid Scouter all his life. A fee of $10 includes the medallion, certificate and letter.
Masonic Etiquette


It may be defined as that set of conventions, rules written or unwritten, customs, and traditions by which Masons are expected to govern their speech and actions when engaged in the rites and ceremonies of the Craft when in Masonic assemblies, and in their behavior toward each other as individual Masons. Through Masonic etiquette, Masons acknowledge and express respect for the Craft; make pleasant contacts with their fellows; smooth the paths of duty; establish an equality of treatment for all Brethren, whatever be their station or conditions; protect the good name of the Fraternity; and greatly assist in establishing that harmony and unity which is one of the great aims of

Freemasonry. Where a group of Masons act as a unit, as in a Lodge Communication, etiquette takes the form of proper decorum.
Masonic Jurisprudence Committee

When a Master of a lodge or any individual Brother has a question regarding our Masonic Law or wishes an interpretation of it, or the usages, privileges and customs of our Craft, it is referred to the Masonic Jurisprudence Committee of our Grand Lodge. The Master of a lodge rules and governs in accordance with our Book of Constitutions supported by the Book of Masonic Law. Only the Brethren can make or change that Masonic law. We do that through the vote of our representatives at the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge. The Masonic Jurisprudence Committee serves the Grand Lodge; that is, all the Brethren including the Master. (Hdbk. 344).

Masonic Medical Research Laboratory

2150 Bleecker Street, Utica, NY 13501-1787
Telephone: (315) 735-2217
Fax: (315) 735-5648

(e-Mail)  KAMP@mmrl.edu  and/or

(e-Mail)  CA@mmrl.edu

www.mmrl.edu/ 
The Masonic Medical Research Laboratory (MMRL) is a not-for-profit corporation founded by the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York. Supported by bequests from the general public and volunteer contributions, the Laboratory also obtains funding through foundation, corporate and Federal grants. The MMRL is a state-of-the-art basic medical research facility that is engaged in studies involving major health issues facing society today. Its mission is to provide the building blocks of knowledge needed for the medical cures and treatments of tomorrow and to educate and train future scientists.

The MMRL is internationally prominent, especially in the area of experimental cardiology. It has consistently rated in the top 10% in competition for Federal grants from the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Other studies include Molecular Biology. The Laboratory's research findings appear in the most prestigious scientific medical journals. Members of the scientific staff are frequently invited to speak at regional, national and international symposia.

Masonic Membership Loss Prevention Program
The retention of our membership is one of the most important tasks that we face as a Fraternity. The following program gives the Masonic Lodge a vehicle to retain Brothers about to be unaffiliated due to NONPAYMENT OF DUES. (NPD) The program is designed to give a Lodge appointed MEMBERSHIP LOSS PREVENTION TEAM guidelines for coping with a variety of situations that it may encounter in this effort. It allows the Lodge to take a proactive stance in retaining its most important asset: ITS MEMBERSHIP!! The program requires the Lodge to assign some of its veteran talent to work together as a TEAM. The report form has been designed to allow for numerous contacts to be made. The program is to be followed step by step, always recording what has transpired so that the Lodge can track successes as well as failures and learn from the team's experiences. The report form should be duplicated and turned over to the Secretary, with a copy to the Master, and the Staff Officer, in a timely fashion.

Masonic Motorcycle Club International

www.masonicmotorcycleclub.org
Chapter #12 - Western New York/Southern Ontario, Canada

Art Dorney, 204 Tonawanda Creek Road, Amherst, NY 14228.

e-mail chapter12@masonicmotorcycleclub.org

The purpose of the Masonic Motorcycle Club International is to bring together Master Masons whose common interest is motorcycle riding, promoting good fellowship, and encouraging membership in the Fraternity.

Membership shall be composed of Master Masons in good standing in a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. While we welcome and encourage active participation, there is no requirement of attendance or service. We want you to enjoy your Masonic Motorcycle Club membership in the manner that pleases you.

Masonic On-line Registry Interface (MORI)

MORI is a web based system for managing the registry for the Grand Lodge and for individual lodges.  MORI is used by Grand Lodge for its daily management of the records of Grand Lodge. All membership, lodge and Grand Lodge roster records are maintained in it. MORI manages all aspects of a member's information including affiliations with lodges, Masonic events, such as initiation, passing and demit. 


MORI is also a system for the officers of Lodges to use in the running of their Lodge. MORI will allow the secretary to maintain their roster, and track dues payments, issue vouchers and communicate annual returns and certificates of election to Grand Lodge. The system will be opened to Lodge secretaries to enter new members, address changes and all events which would normally require the mailing of a registry form to New York City. Dues tracking, voucher, cash book management and other functions from MLSS will be added to the system. (MLSS is a stand alone Microsoft Access application for managing a lodges information. (MLSS stands for Masonic Lodge Secretary System. MORI has been designed as a full replacement for MLSS.) MORI will replace the 600+1 databases with ONE database for use by Grand Lodge and by the individual lodges. This will eliminate double entry, and allow the secretary to directly manage the information of their brothers in Grand Lodge's database. The ultimate goal of MORI is create a single repository of member data which is accurate and can be maintained by the secretaries, who in the end are responsible for its accuracy


What will I need to use MORI? 
A computer, with a web browser and Internet access. It is recommended that your display be set to 1024x768 or higher, and that you use Mozilla Firefox for the browser. 

Masonic Service Association of North America

8120 Fenton Street, Silver Spring, MD 20910-4785

(301) 588-4010  Fax: (301) 608-3457

www.msana.com
email: msana@ix.netcom.com
The Masonic Service Association of North America (MSANA) was formed in 1919 to provide services to its member Grand Lodges that they would find difficult to provide for themselves. Thus the national voice that the MSA has is dedicated to Service to the Masonic community. 

The primary functions and activities of the MSANA are:

· Disaster Relief - since 1923 the MSA has collected and forwarded funds for disasters around the world. 

· Education/Information Publications - the MSA has free catalog of publications, bulletins and other materials available. (Short Talk Bulletins, audiovisuals, Brochures and other printed material.

· Masonic Information Center - to provide information on Freemasonry to Masons and non-Masons alike and to respond to critics of Freemasonry. 

· Hospital Visitation Program - provides assistance and service to our sick or wounded veterans. It is much more than merely "visitations" to the disabled and lonely patients in V.A. Hospitals, State Veterans Homes and Extended Care Facilities. It is the rendering of personal services to all our sons and brothers, Masons and Non-Masons alike, who now need someone to turn to for encouragement and to make life a little more pleasant. Little things mean a lot. A friendly smile, a warm handclasp, an embrace and a kind word can do wonders for those who are lonely and depressed in a hospital or a nursing home. The Hospital Visitation Program is a vital part of the Fraternity that deserves your attention.

· Service - The Masonic Service Association of North American is a servant of Freemasonry. Formed of and supported by Grand Lodges, it is a voice that they can move to action, that the great heart of the Fraternity be made manifest and that the will of a united Craft may be done.

Masonic Student Assistance Training Program (MSAT)

The Masonic Student Assistance Training Program is an intensive three-day training workshop for educators. Over the course of the workshop they learn how to identify, intervene with, and create appropriate referrals for students that may be at risk for substance abuse, depression, suicide or violence. They leave the training with a specific plan for behavioral interventions, and a system for implementing a Student Assistance Program in their schools. The sessions are all held in Utica on the campus of the Masonic Home. All costs for training materials, lodging, meals and mileage are provided by NY Masons. The only cost to the school district is for substitutes.

Masonic University of New York

The Grand Lodge as started “The Masonic University of New York” or MUNY. MUNY’s first efforts will be in the form of seminars to be held across the state in conjunction with the Grand Master’s ‘Let’s Chat’ and Deputy Grand Master’s ‘Meet Your DGM’ sessions. Level II will be an ’Officers Candidate School’ for training of candidates nominated by the Districts to serve as District Deputy or Staff Officer. Level III will be a variety of continuing education programs. 

Masonic War Veterans
71 W. 23rd Street, New York, NY 10010-4140

www.masonic-warvets.org
The Masonic War Veterans of the State of New York is a unit of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York. 

Membership:

Candidates must be a member in good standing in a Blue Lodge in this State or a Lodge of a sister jurisdiction which has fraternal relations with the Grand Lodge of New York.

Candidate was regularly enlisted, drafted, inducted, or commissioned in the Navy, Army, Coast Guard, Marine Corps, Air Force, Merchant Marine, or any other federal armed force that, by federal law or regulation or by the State of New York may be accorded veteran Status.

The eligibility status shall apply whether the service was active or reserve, and shall also apply to nationals of any other country who, in alliance with the United States, participated in military or naval activity against a common enemy.

Eligibility is in accordance with the Grand Lodge of the State of New York Constitution pertaining to the Masonic War Veterans of the State of New York.

Duties

To act as a strong right arm to the Grand Master and to the District Deputies in all Districts, presenting Colors at all official visits, aiding in patriotic celebrations and Memorial Services.

To sponsor and conduct visitations to V.A. Medical Center and New York State Extended Care Facilities consisting of comfort item distribution, worship service assistance, ward and birthday parties and therapeutic recreational activities.

Masonic Youth Committee

There are several programs available for youth including: General Douglas MacArthur Youth Award, Masonic Eagle Scout Award, Daniel Carter Beard Masonic Scouter Award, Grand Lodge Educational Assistance Program, and the Frank M. Totton Essay Contest. 

Master's Hat

We have no written law requiring that a Worshipful Master shall remain covered at all times but to wear a hat is so old a custom, is so generally recognized as a symbol of his office, and is so integrally a part of the system of Masonic symbolism as a whole, it is fitting that he do so. The hat is an emblem of the Master's authority, a distinguishing mark of the importance of his office, a visible

and conspicuous sign of his position as presiding officer and titular head of the Lodge. Being such, it is not a personal property of the Master as a private individual, but belongs to the Lodge, like his

Apron or jewel, and it is this fact that should determine his use of it. The hat should always be removed during prayer as a sign of respect to the Sovereign Grand Architect of the Universe. It should be removed when giving the obligations as a token of their solemnity. If a Masonic Memorial Service is held in church or cemetery chapel, it should be removed as a sign of reverence. In Grand Lodge Communications, of course, only the Grand Master remains covered. The kind of hat a Master should wear is determined by good taste. A cap or a straw hat is always inappropriate. With full evening wear, only a silk hat should be used; it is also better to wear silk when attired in tuxedo though in many circumstances a black derby or homburg is in good taste. The only governing principle, as said above is good taste, and, in deference to that, a Master will never wish to wear any style of hat that will attract attention out of oddity or will derogate from the dignity of his office.

Member’s Ledgers
Although not listed in The Constitutions as a book that every Lodge is required to keep, the Secretary should have a Member’s Ledger (LS Form 206) for listing the dues account of every member unless the Lodge records are computerized.

Memorial Service

The general directions for the proper observance of these ceremonies are found in the Standard Monitor; they are the code of etiquette proper to the occasion and should be strictly observed. This ceremony is of great importance and there is no need to elaborate on it other than to point out that Masonic Services are the most common method of presenting ourselves to the public. A good impression is mandatory. The Masonic Service should be given with dignity and expression to bring out the meaning. 

It is the Masonic Duty of the Worshipful Master to make immediate contact with the family upon notice of the passing of a Brother. The Secretary can be of invaluable assistance to the Master in performing this most important Masonic duty, a part of which is to acquaint the next of kin with the right of the deceased to a Masonic Memorial Service. If the family desires it, the Secretary should ascertain the time and place and notify the members. 
It is the Master’s responsibility to see that the Masonic service is conducted with dignity and in a manner which will be a source of comfort to those bereaved. It is the Master’s solemn duty to conduct the service personally if he so wishes, but he can assign the work to someone else who he believes is qualified. It is highly preferable that the service be read, not recited from memory, in as much as few are qualified to do this effectively. Hesitations and prompting make the audience and the bereaved family uncomfortable. In this Service are many words difficult to pronounce and many phrases not easily rendered. This requires thought, care and study on the part of the person who is to render the Service, in order to bring out the warmth and comfort for those bereaved. At a Masonic service for a deceased Brother, including the procession to the cemetery and the rites of interment, the requirements of Masonic etiquette are unusually strict. In the procession, the same decorum should be observed as in the Lodge room; no smoking, no laughter, no loud talking, and Brethren should neither join nor leave the lines without permission from the Worshipful Master. 

The clothing to be worn at a Masonic Memorial Service should be conservative, with white gloves and white aprons. You will observe that the Monitor calls for a white Apron, which means that Officers' Aprons and jewels are not to be worn at the public Masonic Service, nor is Grand Lodge regalia in order. This includes Present and Past Grand Lodge officers, Present and Past Masters of Lodges, who are to be clothed in white gloves and Aprons, the same as all Brethren. No aprons or jewels are to be worn other than the white apron. A white Apron worn by all is simply a symbol of that equality of rank within the Craft. The efficient should not wear a hat. 
The white apron of the deceased is to be placed upon the coffin and never inside it. The Apron is a symbol of life and work and is not to be tied upon that which is lifeless. The same rule should apply to the placing of one sprig of acacia. One sprig of Acacia should be deposited upon (not in) the coffin by the officiant. 
Frequently, the deceased Brother’s own lambskin apron has become shabby and is not suitable for public use, a clean white apron should be provided for the service.

In the event of the deceased being a military man, the following rule is to be observed: the Apron is to be placed on top of the coffin and the Flag draped over both the coffin and the Apron. 

When the funeral home is small and the attendance is large, only a representative delegation of Freemasons should be the actual participants, being careful not to block the view of the family and other mourners. The remaining Freemasons should sit with the audience or stand in the rear and in the corridor. When standing in the corridor, a member of the Lodge must be assigned as an usher to assure the silence of the Brethren. At the conclusion of the service, all Freemasons should proceed by twos to the bier (or urn) come to the Sign of Fidelity for a brief moment of silent prayer and then retire. Neither the bier nor the body should be touched, nor any words spoken. 

Mentoring Program

The Mentoring Program consists of assigning a well-informed Brother, to act as a candidate's Masonic mentor, educator, and companion. The assignment should be for at least one year or longer to assure the development of an active, educated, and working brother. The Mentoring Program together with the Lodge System of Masonic Education provides the necessary methodology to guarantee that every candidate and/or brother is properly instructed in the fundamentals

and workings of the Craft.

This Mentoring Program consists of FOUR PHASES:
Phase I is considered the formal training, whereby the Candidate meets with the Mentor and Education Team on four occasions for the purpose of reading and discussing the LSOME booklet.

Phase II is a recommended meeting that can be held as part of a Lodge program or as a Mentor and Brother program. It provides material every new Mason ought to know.

Phase III provides suggested information for a continuing Masonic Education Program as part of a Lodge Communication.

Phase IV is an extra added bonus. It contains suggestions for "The Masonic Minute," a 5 to 10 minute Education segment for every Lodge Communication. Each brother in each lodge should COMMIT himself wholeheartedly to fulfilling the task of educating his fellow brothers. A Master must emphasize the importance of a training program, not only for his Officers but also for all the brothers. The need for continued education and knowledge of the Craft is essential for developing Future Leaders.

Military Outreach Program

As our armed services continue to be activated and deployed overseas in the coming months, it is recommended that the following program be implemented to assure that our Brothers who are called to serve our country are in the forefront of both our minds and deeds. Masons have a proud tradition of supporting our men and women in uniform, dating back to the Revolutionary War. In every conflict or war that involved our country, Freemasons never lost their focus on the individual serviceman or woman. You’ll find Masonic influence in the Civil War, World Wars I and II, Korean War, Vietnam War, and the Gulf War.

The first step in any of these proposed initiatives would be the identification of either current members of the Craft or their family members (wives, sons, daughters, nieces, nephews, and grandchildren) who are serving on active duty. Use our online form or download the form and send it in.

Keeping our time-honored tradition of supporting our troops is more important now than ever. The following elements of an overall program will be implemented by Masons across New York State to ensure that our Brothers and their relatives on active duty across the globe are not forgotten.

· Operation Pen Pal 

· Operation Send Off 

· Operation Find a Brother 

· Operation Family Care 

· Operation Welcome Home 

National Camping Travelers (NCT)
P O Box 757, Newton, AL 36352

Phone: 334-299-0440 

www.gonct.org 
Email: info@gonct.org
A camping club for Master Masons and their Families. The only requirement to join NCT is you must be a MASTER MASON in good standing in a Lodge of which its Grand Lodge is recognized by the other Grand Lodges of the United States of America, Canadian Provinces and Mexico. The basic unit of NCT is the Chapter. Each CHAPTER is led by a Master of Travel (MOT), Wagon Master, Secretary-Treasurer, Chaplain, Safety Director and the Chapter Trustees. The Chapters schedule a MONTHLY CAMPOUT, weather permitting for their part of the country, and dinner meetings or "camp-ins" when the weather is not favorable for camping. During the winter months, the sunbelt Chapters are very active. Many of our members are "Snowbirds" and go South and West where the climates are warmer to participate in campouts. 

For members with young children, there is the YNCT (Youth of National Camping Travelers). They have their own elected Officers and have an enjoyable time at all the scheduled Campouts and Rallies.

NATIONAL SOJOURNERS, Inc.

8301 East Boulevard Drive

Alexandria, Virginia 22308-1399

U.S.A.

Phone: (703) 765-5000 FAX:(703) 765-8390

www.nationalsojourners.org
e-mail nationalsoj@juno.com
National Sojourners, Inc. is a national fraternal organization meeting the needs of military Masons and advancing programs that promote love of country. Membership in National Sojourners is open to citizens of the United States who are Master Masons in good standing in a duly constituted Lodge of Master Masons recognized by and maintaining fraternal relations with a majority of the Regular Grand Lodges in the United States and who are serving or have served honorably as;

· a Commissioned Officer or Warrant Officer of the uniformed services of the United States, 

· a Senior Non-Commissioned Officer of the uniformed services of the United States, (E5, 6 & 7 prior to 1958 - E7, 8 & 9 as of 1958), 

· have served in time of war as a Commissioned Officer or Warrant Officer or the equivalent in an armed service of a nation allied with the United States, 

· or are regularly elected to Honorary Membership.

Office

An office in Lodge or Grand Lodge exists quite independently of the Brother who may at any given moment chance to occupy it. Its duties and functions are permanently established, defined and regulated by law, and are not to be changed. No office is the private property of the man who holds it; it belongs, not to him, but to the Craft. The office is not to conform to him; he is to conform to it. Nor are the dignity and decorum that accompany any Masonic office to be neglected.

Official Visit Examination of the books:

The District Deputy Grand Master must examine the following items, as required by Grand Lodge, and The Constitutions. Here are the books that he should ask for and examine in order to see that they are properly kept. According to The Constitutions (Section 320) every Lodge is required to

have a seal, and shall keep the following books:

1. “A copy of The Constitutions of the Grand Lodge.” Lodge Secretaries are urged to read

and study The Constitutions (particularly Chapter III) and the Masonic Law of New York.

2. “A Book of By-Laws, with the signatures of the members.” (This is known as the By-Laws and Signature Book, Form 207 - from Lodge Supplies).

3. “A Record Book of the Proceeding of the Lodge.” (Minute Book from Lodge Supplies -

Nos. 125, 126 and 127. The minutes of today are the history of tomorrow. They are of real

value to the present and future welfare of the Masonic Lodge. The careful recording of the

proceedings of each and every Communication, whether Stated or Special, constitutes a very

important part of the Secretary's job. Minutes of meetings should not be written haphazardly,

nor on loose-leaf sheets of paper that are easily lost or destroyed. They should be well-written

concise but complete, with names, dates, special events, visitations by officials, and all other

pertinent matters carefully recorded. Also acceptable is a computer printout (with back-up

disk).

4. “A Register containing the name of each Brother initiated in or affiliated with the Lodge,

consecutively numbered; his Grand Lodge Number, his age; occupation, nativity, and

residence, with the dates of his initiation, passing and raising or affiliation, and also the date of

the termination or suspension of his membership, with the cause thereof, as the same way

occur.” (This book is known as the Historical Register Form 205 - from Lodge Supplies).

5. The Black Book, “An alphabetical list of expulsions, suspensions and rejections.” (Form 213 - from Lodge Supplies). The Black Book is used to list the names of all those who have

petitioned for membership but were rejected because they could not meet the requirements for admission to the Fraternity. All such rejections, and those members suspended or expelled for un-Masonic conduct, must be carefully noted in the Black Book and sent to the Grand

Secretary, immediately.

6. “Such books as may be necessary to present clearly the receipts and accounts of the Treasurer and Secretary.” You must ask for and see a canceled check for the previous year's Grand Lodge dues. Although not listed in The Constitutions as a book that every Lodge is required to keep, every Secretary should have a Member's Ledger, which is permanently bound and of prime importance to the Lodge. In it the Secretary lists the dues accounts of every member and a complete biographical history. (Form 206 - from Lodge Supplies). There is also a loose leaf system which some Secretaries use. When a Brother dies, dimits, is unaffiliated, suspended, or expelled, the page devoted to him is removed from the book and preserved in another book, in alphabetical order, for future reference. (Member Ledger Sheets, Form 124 -from Lodge Supplies). It should be noted that, whether this book is permanently bound or loose leaf, the Member's Ledger does not take the place of the Historical Register (Form205) which is required by The Constitutions of the Grand Lodge.

Operation Family Care 

Once these Brothers or family members on active duty are identified, work with the Masters of the respective Lodges to ensure that the Brothers of the Lodge stay in contact with the family of the person who is serving on active duty and provide any assistance that may be necessary

Operation Find a Brother 

We encourage brothers to seek out and interact with other Masons who are deployed in the same parts of the world. This is especially true of Brothers who are sent to stateside assignments and might want to visit a local Lodge or partake in local Masonic activities. To this end, the Grand Lodge of the State of New York will be issuing Masonic Identification Cards to all of our Brothers (and their family members) currently serving in the military - either abroad or here on the home front. These interactions could become the basis of very positive media stories and a morale booster for the Brothers and families here on the home front. The information for the issuance of the cards will be come from the Lodge Participant Registration Form.

Operation Pen Pal 

Identify which of our Brothers or members of their families from New York State are either on active duty, are being activated, or being sent to the foreign lands.

Operation Phone Home 
Operation Phone Home is a campaign designed with the goal of providing prepaid international phone calling cards to as many military men and women serving overseas as can be reached. It will be an ongoing effort as long as American Military Personnel serve overseas, particularly in Iraq, Afghanistan and the Balkans. The card will include a Masonic Logo, the logo of the USO, the participating phone company (AT&T) and the American Flag. Contributions for this very worthwhile effort may be sent to the Office of the Grand Secretary. Checks should be made payable to the Masonic Service Association of North America.

Operation Send Off 

Understanding that this may not always be feasible in real time, we do recommend that, when possible, as Brothers or their family members, are either called to active duty or shipped out, their fellow Lodge members and other local Masons try to see them off to their assignments as a sign of support

Operation Welcome Home 

Welcoming our troops home as heroes should be one of our primary goals. Whenever possible, as Brothers or family members begin to return from their duties, their fellow Lodge members and other local Masons should try greet them at the airport as a visible sign of support.

“Once a Mason, always a Mason.”

It is in the sense that a Mason, whether unaffiliated or non-affiliated, is always subject to disciplinary proceedings that the expression “Once a Mason always a Mason” is to be understood. (Masonic Law 34).

Order in Lodge Room

By order in Lodge is meant that all members present behave in a seemly manner: the discussion and conduct of business is carried on according to the laws of Grand Lodge and the By-laws of the Lodge; ceremonies are conducted in due form; all the signs and gestures of courtesy and respect are given; no loud talking, jesting, or unnecessary moving about is permitted, and harmony and dignity prevail. The responsibility for maintaining order rests with the Worshipful Master.

Order of Constellation of Junior Stars

The Order of Constellation of Junior Stars is a unique sorority designed for young women. The Constellation of Junior Stars helps to prepare young girls to meet the challenges of a changing society. Constellation helps young girls build character, poise and self confidence through the realization of goals and participating in humanitarian and charitable projects. Each year Constellation will choose a charity or worthwhile cause to support. They plan and organize, with adult guidance, bake sales, car washes, bowl-a-thons, walk-a-thons, and dinners as fund raising events. Girls between the ages of 11 and 21 are eligible to join the Order of Constellation of Junior Stars. The only necessary requirement for membership is your belief in a Supreme Being of your choice.

Order of DeMolay

DeMolay is an organization dedicated to preparing young men to lead successful, happy, and productive lives. Basing its approach on timeless principles and practical, hands-on experience, DeMolay opens doors for young men aged 12 to 21 by developing the civic awareness, personal responsibility and leadership skills so vitally needed in society today. DeMolay combines this serious mission with a fun approach that builds important bonds of friendship among members in more than 1,000 chapters worldwide.

New York DeMolay

2150 Bleecker Street

Utica, NY 13501

1-888-4-DEMOLAY

Phone: 1-315-798-4922  Fax: 1-315-798-4798

Email: office@nydemolay.org

www.nydemolay.org/
Order of Rainbow for Girls

Rainbow is a non-profit, service-oriented organization that teaches girls three basic virtues: Faith in a Supreme Being and other people, having Hope in all that they do, and Charity toward others. Rainbow is open to girls between the ages of 11 and 20, regardless of race, creed, color or national origin. You do not have to be Christian to be a member. 

The Organization of Triangles, Inc. is a fraternal organization located in the State of New York, for girls aged 11-21. For over 65 years, the Organization of Triangles, Inc. has been helping to prepare girls to build a "Finer American Womanhood". It provides a growth environment with adult guidance. Triangle tries to develop a devotion to high ideals, a better understanding of duty to God, Home and Country, and stresses the importance of education in the development of intellect and character. 

Order of the Amaranth
The Order of the Amaranth is a social, fraternal, and charitable organization whose membership is open to both men and women with a Masonic affiliation. The teachings of our ritual impart lessons for daily living, character building, morality, and ethics. Belief in the existence of a Supreme Being is requisite for membership but the Organization is not a religious organization and many faiths are represented among our membership. The Amaranth Diabetes Foundation Trust is directed towards research grants that will aid in finding a cure for diabetes. Who may join the Order of Amaranth? All Master Masons in good standing within the Masonic Fraternity and the immediate female relatives, of at least eighteen years of age, of Master Masons or deceased Master Masons who were in good standing with the fraternity at the time of their death.

Order of the Eastern Star

The Order of the Eastern Star is a social, charitable and Fraternal Organization to which both women and men can belong. There are approximately 48,000 members throughout the State of New York. The Order of the Eastern Star is comprised of 395 Chapters and is divided into 39 regional Districts within the State of New York. The regional Districts are usually comprised of one or more counties. Membership in the Order of the Eastern Star is open to women 18 years of age or older, as well as Master Masons in good standings in their Lodges. A candidate may make application through a Masonic Relationship or by being sponsored by a member of the Order of the Eastern Star who is a Master Mason. In N.Y. State a woman does NOT need to be Masonically affiliated to join Eastern Star. A belief in a Supreme Being is also required. The Order of the Eastern Star is not a religion, even though we are religious in character. It does not pretend to take the place of a religion, or serve as a substitute for the religious beliefs of its members. Our members do come from all denominations. 

The basis of the Order of Eastern Star
Mr. McCoy created the Degrees of the Eastern Star around the lives of five Biblical women. They were Adah, Ruth, Esther, Martha, and Electa. The reason was that each of these Biblical examples stands for one of the tenets of the Order. They are Fidelity, Constancy, Loyalty, Faith and Love.

The purposes and goals of the Order of the Eastern Star 
To provide an organization where women and men with high moral and social character, can join together and contribute time, energy and wisdom to our Order with Charity, Truth and Loving-kindness for the good of all mankind throughout the world.

Grand Chapter OES-NY

1400 Utica Street - Apt 106

Oriskany, N.Y. 13424

1-315-768-6323     FAX: 1-315-768-9656

Order of the White Shrine of Jerusalem

The Order of the White Shrine of Jerusalem was founded for social and benevolent purposes based on Christianity. The Order has a three-fold purpose: Fraternal and social, spiritual, and charitable. The White Shrine requires that its members believe in a Supreme Being; however, this Order also requires a belief in and the defense of Christianity. The prerequisites for membership are: Being Master Masons in good standing; the wives, daughters, mothers, grandmothers, sisters, granddaughters, aunts, nieces, grandnieces, stepdaughters, stepmothers, step-granddaughters, legally adopted daughters, half-sisters, daughters-in-law and mothers-in-law of Master Masons in good standing (or who were in good standing at the time of their death). 

Orders on Treasurer or Book of Warrants
Such a book should be used by the Secretary when authorizing the Treasurer to pay the bills and other expenditures of the Lodge. Such authorizations must be countersigned by the Master and Secretary.

Organization of Triangles

The Organization of Triangles, Inc. is a Masonic Youth Organization. It was established in 1925 as Daughters of the Eastern Star, and in 1961 was incorporated with its name being the Organization of Triangles, Inc. The emblem of the Triangle is symbolic of a well balanced life. Any girl who is between 11-21, who is related by blood, marriage, or adoption to a Master Mason in good standing, or daughters of members of the Order of the Eastern Star or Amaranth, in good standing are eligible for membership. In addition, a Master Mason, member of the Order of the Eastern Star or Amaranth in good standing may sponsor a girl for membership in the Organization of Triangles, Inc. 

Past Grand Master

A Past Grand Master should be received in the same manner as any other Grand Lodge officer when he visits a Lodge; but whereas it is not always necessary to invite Past Grand Lodge officers to the East, no exception should ever be made in his case; he should invariably be given a place of honor near the Master, and Grand Honors should be given. If a Past Grand Master visits a Lodge, he should be received before the Grand Master and Deputy Grand Master, (or District Deputy Grand Master in the absence of either of the former when in a Lodge of his own District). (See under “Grand Honors”, and “Visitor Protocol”.)

“Permanent Home Domicile”

Permanent home, domicile. Primarily the place of birth is the domicile. It can be changed only by a consummated intention evidenced by acts and not by mere declarations. It does not include a temporary habitation for any purpose, no matter how long continued, unless the present intention immediately to make it a permanent home is manifested. The intention to make it a home in the future is not sufficient. There can be but one domicile. (Const. 701) (Masonic Law 6).

Prayer

Religion is an essence, not an accident, of Masonry. It stands at the heart of the Fraternity, as the Altar, a symbol of the faith, stands at the center of the Lodge room. The Master should call upon the Chaplain to perform his office and the Chaplain himself should perform it with deliberateness, earnestness and sincerity, and in a dignified manner expressive of the genuinely religious character of the Craft. The Worshipful Master should not consult memoranda during prayer; the Secretary should discontinue his work; all should rise, be at the Sign of Fidelity and keep absolute silence while it is being given. The prayers should be in words prescribed by the Ritual. Prayers should for the most part be given at the Altar. No Lodge should be closed without a prayer. 
Prayer - Petitions to Deity in behalf on one’s own needs, intercessions for others, communion with God, and prayer in all its elements of praise and worship are fundamentals in the tenets of Freemasonry. From the time a candidate crosses the threshold of the Lodge to the topmost Degree in Masonry, the privilege and duty of prayer are urged upon him, and every step is taken in a Holy atmosphere of Divine worship. 

Preparation Room

A wise Worshipful Master will use every possible precaution to see that good taste, courtesy, and thoughtful kindness are displayed to the utmost in the Preparation Room where all degrees begin. Here a candidate receives his earliest first-hand impressions of the Craft; he comes a total stranger to all the practices and requirements of the Lodge, and often is nervous, apprehensive, ill at ease, not knowing what to expect, and fearful lest he cut for himself a sorry figure in whatever may follow. The best way to teach him in this time of beginning that the Lodge is worthy of respect, is for the Lodge to show respect to him. Clothing him in ritualistic garb should be done with tact, by Brethren of considerate spirit who realize that entrance into Masonry is no mere formality but a serious and fateful experience. Ritualistic garb should be kept in good condition and freshly laundered. When he is led through the Inner Door the Lodge should be a place of quietness, each officer at his station or place designated by the ritual, ready and alert to perform his part lest the impression be conveyed that initiation is a hastily improvised ceremony. The Inner Door, the one leading from the Preparation Room into the Lodge room, should never be opened except for the purpose of admitting or returning candidates. Any other door, or doors, leading into the Preparation Room or to some place other than the Lodge room, should be kept locked during the preparation of candidates. Candidates are prepared by the Masters of Ceremony and no one else should ever be present with them except when the Secretary enters during the First Degree, or the Senior Deacon, the Master or someone delegated by him appears. The Senior Deacon is responsible both for the physical condition and for the decorum of the Preparation Room. The Masters of Ceremony are told during their installation that they are to act as the proxies for the Senior Deacon in the preparation of Candidates. This makes the Senior Deacon responsible for the accuracy of their work and the atmosphere of the Preparation Room. By a proper attitude toward the candidate in the Preparation Room his respect for the Institution may be tremendously increased or it may be shattered for all time by an improper attitude and a lack of respect for his feelings. In the Preparation Room care should be taken to prepare the mind of the candidate for that which is to follow. The ritualistic garb of the work is but a symbol, wherefore it is important that the atmosphere of the room be such as to inspire in the mind of the candidate a respect for that which is to come. A “Chamber of Reflection” formed by turning off the lights in the Preparation Room with but the illumination of a candle or candle flashlight is done by many Lodges, not to scare the candidate, but to add to the dignity and solemnity of the occasion.

Presents to Candidates

The custom of making presents to candidates at the end of some degree is un-Masonic except when they are given to all the candidates. 
Presumption of Death.

The Constitutions do not provide a presumption of death and in the absence of a provision to the contrary, it does not follow that a Brother is dead because he absents himself from his Lodge for many years... (Masonic Law 35). The Master of the Lodge has a Masonic duty to investigate or cause the Brother to be investigated in order to determine the reason for his absence.

Prince Hall

Civic leader Prince Hall was the most famous black in the Boston area during the American Revolution and through the turn of the nineteenth century. Though apparently self-taught, he used his eloquence to organize the black community politically on such issues as slavery, public education, and economic equality. He was the founder and master of the world's first black Masonic lodge, African Lodge No. 459, which laid the basis for an organization that continues to this day. Prince Hall is recognized as the Father of Black Masonry in the United States. Historically, he made it possible for Blacks to be recognized and enjoy all privileges of free and accepted masonry.

Publicity

The names of petitioners or candidates may not be disseminated to non-Masons because of the possibility of rejection of petitioners, or acceptance or rejection of candidates for further advancement. Their names may be publicized after conferral of the Third Degree. Photographs of Degree work are forbidden, but there is no restriction against publishing the names of those that will

participate, or have participated, in a Degree conferral. Lodges and Districts are encouraged to publicize events that are open to the public and to include in such publicity a brief explanation of the general nature of Freemasonry. The latter should be approved by Grand Lodge to preclude dissemination of misinformation about the Craft.

Punctuality

The Worshipful Master is charged with the responsibility to insist that his officers be on time. He should insist that his officers notify him in advance if they expect to be tardy or absent in order that he may make provision to have their places filled. If he opens his Lodge at the time prescribed by the By-laws and when the constitutionally required number of officers and members are present, and make a practice of doing so, his members will form the habit of being on time. Concerning the Worshipful Master's authority and duty to open his Lodge on time, the Third Duty given in The Standard Monitor, under the subject: “Duties of the Worshipful Master,” says: “To open his Lodge at the time specified in the By-laws and close it at a suitable hour.” The Worshipful Master should conduct the business of the Lodge with dispatch and eliminate lengthy intermissions.

Ritual

Mirth has no place in the exemplification of any of the Degrees of Masonry. The prominence of the Letter G in the East, the Altar and Holy Bible in the ritualistic work preclude any words or actions which might evoke laughter. To break into applause because a ritualist has performed some part well

destroys the illusion and reduces the Ritual to the level of a play; nor should applause be given when a candidate has been raised. A Brother does not take a part in his own name or perform it in his own proper person; his individuality should be sunk out of sight, both to himself and to his Lodge, lest he intrude himself between the candidate and the Ritual. The Brother raised has done nothing to merit applause. Offering himself as a candidate to Masonry is done of his own free will and accord. If we wish to express our pleasure, congratulate him by a handclasp when the Lodge is called to refreshment. The Ritual is designated to be effective in the inner life of the candidate, a genuine moral and spiritual experience by which he enters a new kind of life wherein he will stand obligated to perform duties and make self-sacrifices; the obligations he will take will be legally binding on him, and his vows must be genuine or he will be led into harmful hypocrisy. On any other interpretation of it the Ritual degenerates into play, into an empty ceremony, self-falsified and without meaning, and the whole structure of Freemasonry is shattered. A Lodge that holds fast to this truth will no more permit levity to ruin the effect of its work than it would permit its Treasurer to falsify a check. The Third Degree, especially, is of the highest possible seriousness, not a drama, not a play, but a genuine spiritual experience. If Degree Teams wear costumes, they should be in good taste, correct and accurately historical and not obviously for stage effect. It is improper to discuss the Ritual in public, or to advertise it, or to publish pictures of it, in anyway by which the secrets of Masonry may be unlawfully revealed to the profane world (ref. The Constitutions).

Scottish Rite of Freemasonry

    
The Scottish Rite of Freemasonry is one of two branches of Freemasonry to which a Master Mason may proceed after he has completed the first three degrees of the Symbolic or "Blue" Lodge. The Scottish Rite includes the degrees from the 4° through the 32°. Although there are many Scottish Rite members of Scottish ancestry, the Scottish Rite actually originated in France in the early 18th century. During the 18th century, lodges were organized in the United States with the first Scottish Rite Supreme Council founded in Charleston, South Carolina, in 1801. 

The Northern Masonic Jurisdiction was formed in 1813 and includes the 15 states east of the Mississippi River and north of the Mason-Dixon Line and the Ohio River, including Delaware. The Southern Jurisdiction encompasses the 35 remaining states, the District of Columbia and the United States territories and possessions. The Northern Jurisdiction officially recognizes and enjoys friendly relations with many other jurisdictions around the world.

Scottish Rite shares the same belief of all Masonic organizations that there is no higher degree than that of Master Mason. The Supreme Council and its subordinate bodies acknowledge the Masonic supremacy of the Symbolic Grand Lodges and Grand Masters within their jurisdictions. Scottish Rite degrees are in no way higher than the degrees of the Symbolic lodges. The work of the Scottish Rite serves to elaborate on and amplify that of the Symbolic lodge.

The Scottish Rite degrees are lessons taught through allegory in the form of plays. The lessons are taken from Biblical as well as more modern historical events. Cast members use costumes and makeup to look like the characters who they represent. Candidates learn the lessons by observing the presentation. Memorization of material presented is not required. The Scottish Rite is open to all Master Masons in good standing.

The 33° is conferred annually, at the meeting of the Supreme Council, upon a select number of 32 ° Scottish Rite Masons who have contributed outstanding service to Freemasonry or Scottish Rite or who have exemplified, in their daily lives, the true meaning of the Brotherhood of Man under the Fatherhood of God. A recipient must be at least 33 years of age and may not apply for the degree.

Scottish Rite members meet in local or regional "Valleys" and are organized into four parts; Lodge of Perfection, 4° - 14°; Council of Princes of Jerusalem, 15° - 16°; Chapter of Rose Croix, 17° - 18° and Consistory, 19° - 32°. Some individual Valleys do not contain all four parts.

If you are a Master Mason and wish additional information about Scottish Rite, contact any Scottish Rite Mason, your local Valley, or the Supreme Council at (781) 862-4410.

Sign of Fidelity

A comprehensive explanation of the use of this sign, especially as used during degrees, can best be obtained by attending the Grand Lecturer's Convention. The sign should not be given, unless clothed as a Mason (with Apron). Some guidelines follow:

1. The Sign of Fidelity should always be given by an officer of a Lodge when addressing or being addressed by any officer of higher rank, either in the Ritual or during the transaction of any business of the Lodge.

2. Every Brother in the Lodge must be on his feet and at the Sign of Fidelity whenever the Lodge is at prayer; whenever the Senior Deacon attends at the Altar; and whenever the Brethren form the Symbolic Lodge during an Obligation, they must, with the exception of the Worshipful Master, Masters of Ceremony, Stewards, Organist and candidates, be at the Sign.

3. In the Second Section of the Second Degree occurs a place where all Brethren of the Lodge must be at the Sign, but this also must be left for explanation by the Grand Lecturer's Convention.

4. The Sign should not be given when a class of candidates enters the Lodge in any Degree; nor when a Worshipful Master or a Grand Lodge officer enters the room, except that when the Grand Master or Deputy Grand Master enter all come to the Sign of Fidelity and remain at the Sign until Grand Honors are given.

5. The Sign of Fidelity is given on four notable public occasions, at a Memorial Service, at the Laying of a Cornerstone, at the Dedication of a Lodge building, and at Public Installations. The wearing of Masonic Aprons designates when the Sign should be given.

6. Do not come to the Sign of Fidelity during the invocation at a banquet table. The sign is not given if an Apron is not worn.

7. The Sign of Fidelity is to NOT be given in the Lodge during the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of our Country and the singing of the National Anthem.

Signs

Signs belong to the inner essence and esoteric life of the Craft; accordingly they should always be given with careful accuracy and with full decorum. Under no circumstances should the Master, Wardens or any Brother remain seated while giving a Sign. As a matter of courtesy, the Master should rise and return the salute of a Brother entering the Lodge. Brethren who pass from one side of the Lodge room to the other side should not, on passing the Altar, give the Due guard and Sign of the Degree on which the Lodge is open. 
Speakers

An invited speaker is a guest of the Lodge. He should not be permitted to enter without escort or to find his own seat. At the time he is introduced, he should be in the East, at the Master's right, and in introducing him the Master should give his name clearly, address him by title, name his home Lodge, give such other information about him as will enable the hearer to identify him, and announce his subject plainly so that all can hear; also clearly explain the occasion that called for him in order to give his address its necessary background. At the time of the introduction the Lodge will be quiet, without talking or moving about, and the Secretary will not continue writing or rattling papers during the address. A proper introduction is half the speaker's battle and, especially if he has come from a distance and without fee, is a courtesy to which he is entitled. In engaging a speaker, the Master

should take care to give him all necessary instructions; under what circumstances he is to speak, on what subject, for how long, for what purpose, and whether or not he should dress formally. If he is paid a fee, the payment should be made the same night; if a fee is not paid, strict care should be taken promptly to reimburse him for his expenses. After he has come and gone, the Lodge, or the aster in its name, should write him a letter of appreciation. Speakers usually are busy men; if they give of their own time and energy, particularly when visiting a strange Lodge or a Lodge at a distance, it is the most elementary of courtesies to extend them every hospitality and to see that they are put to no expense. If a fee is paid, a full understanding as to its amount should be had beforehand. One of the essentials of hospitality to a visiting speaker is to see that he can begin strictly on time, a courtesy he will wish to repay by concluding on time. 
Standard Work

Ensure each member is familiar with, and uses, the current authorized version of "The Standard Work and Lectures of Ancient Craft Masonry". Do not use this book during rehearsals, degrees or at anytime during Open Lodge. Also, cards (with notes) should not be used. Only the Monitor may be used when appropriate. Const. Sec. 366: Every Lodge shall practice the Standard Works and Lectures adapted by Grand Lodge.

Summons

Under The Constitutions, a summons is required for the annual election of officers (302), to levy an assessment (371), for the removal of the Lodge meeting place (343), and for vote on consolidation. (Masonic Law 880). In addition, a Brother who is being considered for unaffiliation must be individually summoned thirty days prior to full action being taken.

Summonses must be sent in sealed envelopes. So must notices and communications giving names of past or future candidates. The letter must be marked “Strictly Personal”. No particular class of mail is required. (Suppl. 1003). This section would also prohibit the use of Masonic newspapers, which are delivered unsealed, as a means to send summoned notices. The use of unsealed envelopes or post cards in the service of a summons by mail is illegal. (Masonic Law 1003).

Tall Cedars of Lebanon
Tall Cedars of Lebanon of North America is an appendant Masonic organization devoted to fostering friendship and fellowship among Freemasons and to all mankind. Membership into the Tall Cedars is open to all Master Masons in good standing.

Our Tenets: 

· To promote a stronger bond with ALL Freemasons and to further the goals and tenets of Freemasonry

· To find a cure for Muscular Dystrophy and neuromuscular diseases.

· To recognize mans' need for fun and relaxation among his family, friends and neighbors...Thus

Our Creed:

· "Fun Frolic & Fellowship"...we offer every Master mason opportunities to enjoy a fuller more enriching life. 

The Constitutions of the Grand Lodge, and the 
Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge
Every Lodge is required to keep a copy of The Constitutions of the Grand Lodge (Const. 320), and the Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge. (Const. 321).

Effectively Using the Constitutions and Handbook of Masonic Law

As in our country, the Constitution of Grand Lodge sets forth the legal framework of the body of Masonry. The Handbook of Masonic Law contains the laws and actual cases which interpret the Constitution to fit a wide variety of every day Masonic circumstances. Knowing the Constitution without understanding the interpretation of the Laws could leave you high and dry in many cases when looking for particular answers to specific Masonic questions. To answer a question on Masonic Law, first consult the index of the Constitutions and Handbook of Masonic Law. Look up the subject which concerns you. A small “c” next to a topic indicates that something relevant to that topic may be found in the Constitutions, which you should always check first. Then go back to the index in the Handbook to find the sections of Masonic Law relevant to your general topic. Lastly, search the Supplement (listed as a small “s” next to the topic) to the Handbook to find the most up to date interpretation under the same number, which supersedes all other interpretations under a particular section of the law. You will often find contradictions which are cleared up in the supplement.
The Brotherhood Fund Committee 

MBF Grand Lodge,

71 West 23rd St,

NY, NY 10010-4149, room #1819

Office number-1-212-337-6652 (Lois or Prea)

Fax 1-212-463-7485

The Masonic Brotherhood Fund is the collection arm of the Masonic Brotherhood Foundation. It is a 501C3 tax exempt Charity Corporation as designated by the IRS. For over 50-plus years the Masonic Brotherhood Fund has supported the designated Charities of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York. The Masonic Brotherhood Fund acts as an umbrella to collect and provide funding for all the charitable endeavors of Grand Lodge. These worthwhile ventures include: the Masonic Home, Masonic Medical Research Laboratory, the Livingston Masonic Library, Masonic Benevolence, the Masonic Youth Foundation, the Veterans Service Committee, the Drug & Alcohol Abuse Prevention Committee, The Masonic Child Id. Program , Camp Turk and The Masonic Student Assistance Training Program to name a few. 

The Chancellor Robert R Livingston Masonic Library
71 W 23rd Street,

New York, NY 10010-4171 
(212) 337-6620   (Fax) (212) 633-2639
e-mail info@nymasoniclibrary.org
(e-Mail)  tmsavini@nymasoniclibrary.org
www.nymasoniclibrary.org/
LIBRARY AT UTICA: (315) 798-4832
The mission of The Chancellor Robert R Livingston Masonic Library of Grand Lodge is to collect, preserve, interpret, and make available for education and research, to both members of the Fraternity and others, such materials as relate to the history, philosophy, culture, and organization of Freemasonry, in its social and historical contexts, with a special emphasis on Freemasonry in New York State.  The Livingston Masonic Library is a non-profit institution chartered by the New York State Board of Regents. As one of the world's foremost repositories of Masonic books, artifacts, and ephemera, the Livingston Masonic Library maintains a vast collection of materials which are available to visitors and researchers.
Robert R. Livingston

In 1784 Robert R. Livingston was appointed Grand Master and was elected to the office for the next sixteen years. He presided at the swearing in ceremony of the only President of the United States to take the oath of office in New York City. The Bible (published in 1767) that was used at the swearing in ceremony of Brother George Washington as the first President of the United States, is owned by St. John’s Lodge No. 1 and is still in use today at the swearing in of the Grand Master and, by request, at the swearing in of the President of the United States.

The Empire State Mason
Mail all articles and photos to:

The Empire State Mason Magazine

Attn: Ron Bower

37 Oliver Street

Lockport NY 14094-4615

716-434-4946 phone & fax

E-mail ronbower@aol.com
Issue:

Fall

Winter

Spring

Summer

Deadline:

July 1

October 1

January 1

April 1

The George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association

101 Callahan Drive,

Alexandria, Virginia 22301-2751

(703) 683-2007 Fax (703) 683-2163

www.gwmemorial.org
Just a mile from the Potomac River, in Alexandria, Virginia and overlooking the nation's capitol, stands the 333 ft. George Washington Masonic National Memorial on historic Shooters Hill. This building is a Memorial built by the Freemasons of America to honor George Washington, the most prominent Mason in history. Ground was broken in 1922, the Cornerstone laid in 1923; it was completed in 1932. The Memorial was dedicated on May 12, l932, as an expression of the Masonic fraternity's faith in the principles of civil and religious liberty and orderly government. The Memorial was constructed entirely with voluntary contributions from members of the Masonic Fraternity.

The Grotto

The Grotto is formally known as the Mystic Order of Veiled Prophets of the Enchanted Realm. You qualify for membership in the Grotto when you become a Master Mason. All Grottoes hold at least two full form ceremonials every year. These ceremonials are for the purpose of accepting neophytes and creating Prophets in the Grotto. You should have no difficulty in finding sponsors, as there are thousands of Prophets in the Realm. All are members of Blue Lodges. The requirements for membership in the Order of Veiled Prophets is that a man must first be a Master Mason in good standing, and that he must continue to maintain his good standing in the Blue Lodge in order to retain his standing in the Order. In no way does the Grotto infringe upon the rights and ceremonies of Masonry or of any other Order. The Grotto leads it votaries through an Enchanted Realm where the spirit of mirth touches the hearts and evolves cheerful companionship, in joy of which they are brought near together in helpful sympathy, which is none the less true because the eye beams with delight and laughter goes with a Prophet’s greeting when hand clasps hand in its mystic fellowship.

The Order of Knight Masons

The Order of Knight Masons is an invitational and honorary body. The Knight Mason Degrees have their origins to the earliest records of Masonry. In fact there is some indication that the Knight Mason Degrees may have been developed even before the degree of Master Mason. 

There are three degrees - Knight of the Sword, Knight of the East, and Knight of the East and West. These "Green" degrees are ancient and are in essence "Old Testament." The 15th, 16th, and 17th degrees of the Scottish Rite, and the Order of the Red Cross of the Commandery are to some extent similar and all are based on the legend of Zerubbabel. 

Until the mid-Nineteenth Century they were worked in Ireland under the auspices of the Royal Arch Chapters and later the Commandery Preceptories. In 1923 the Grand Council of Knight Masons was formed in Dublin, Ireland and assumed responsibility for the degrees from the Preceptories. The degrees are also worked under the authority of the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland. In 1936 a group of Masons in North Carolina brought the degrees to the United States under a Provincial Grand Superintendent. The councils in the United States formed the Grand Council of Knight Masons of the United States of America in 1967. The Grand Council in Dublin recognized this Grand Council in 1969. Today, there are over 70 Councils of Knight Masons in the U.S.A. with more than 7000 members. The membership includes many of the leaders of Masonry in the United States. Membership is by invitation only and is considered an honor earned by service to the craft.
The Regius Manuscript

It is written in verse as a poem on sixty-four pages of vellum, handsomely bound. It was at first catalogued as a poem of Moral Duties. According to a philosophical study undertaken by British Museum experts, the Manuscript dates from approximately 1390. Published by James O. Halliwell in 1840, it was mentioned in an inventory of John Theyer’s library in 1670. The latter was sold to Robert Scott, with a new inventory dated 1678. The Manuscript then became the property of the Royal Library until 1757 (hence its name Regius), at which time it was donated to the British Museum by King George II.

The “Road To The East Course”

The “Road To The East” is a Prospective Master’s Training Seminar. Designed for both First-time and Past Masters who are destined for the East within the next 2 years. All Prospective Masters are encouraged to complete the “Road To The East” Lodge Officer Training Program. The majority of the materials for the program are contained within “The Twenty-four Inch Gauge”. Other reference materials are the “Masonic Law of New York” (Constitutions 1991), “The Standard Work and Lectures” (Ritual Book), and the “The Monitor” (Book Six 1993), copies of which are available in each Lodge, or may be ordered from Lodge Supplies. 

Contents include:

· Duties & Responsibilities of a Master

· Masonic Trestleboard Planning Kit

· Official Visits Check List, DDGM

· Entrance of Grand Lodge Officers

· Books to be Examined

The Royal Order of Scotland (ROS)

An invitational body composed of highly dedicated and long serving Scottish Rite Masons. While allied with and considered a Scottish Rite Degree in the United States, this Order was once under the jurisdiction of the York Rite, being controlled by the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and as a result of this former disposition, it is also open to Knights Templar by waiver of the Provincial Grand Master. Membership requires affiliation with the Scottish Rite (32º) and a Trinitarian Christian, or a Knight Templar; and the recommendation of a member. This is the only Masonic body that is considered to be an authentic Royal Order. The Degree of Knight of the Rosy Cross is believed to contain remnants of the original investiture ceremony of the Most Ancient and Most Noble Order of the Thistle, the Royal Scottish Dynastic Order. The Masonic body is under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Scotland. In the United States of America, the body operates as a Provincial Grand Lodge, and the presiding officer is a Provincial Grand Master. It is unlimited in membership. 

The two degrees worked are:

· " Degree of Heredom of Kilwinning

· " Degree of Knight of the Rosy Cross

The Shrine of North America

The Shrine of North America is a fraternity that grew out of Freemasonry over a century ago. Because of this, the Shrine is dedicated to Masonic principles. The Shrine Fraternity provides Masonic brothers a means to widen the fellowship first enjoyed in the Blue Lodge. It also offers men, their wives and their families an opportunity to meet new friends who have similar interests, tastes and feelings. If you hold the Master Mason degree in Freemasonry, you qualify and are invited to join the Shrine.

Shriners Hospitals for Children is a network of pediatric specialty hospitals, founded by the Shrine, where children under the age of 18 receive excellent medical care absolutely free of charge. There are 18 orthopedic Shriners Hospitals, three Shriners Hospitals dedicated to treating children with severe burns, and one Shriners Hospital that provides orthopedic, burn and spinal cord injury care. Shriners Hospitals are located throughout North America; 20 in the United States and one each in Mexico and Canada. These "Centers of Excellence" serve as major referral centers for children with complex orthopedic and burn problems. There is never a charge to the patient, parent or any third party for any service or medical treatment received at Shriners Hospitals. Shriners Hospitals accept and treat children without regard to race, religion or relationship to a Shriner. Any child may be eligible for treatment at a Shriners Hospital if the child is under 18 and if, in the opinion of the hospital's chief of staff, the child has an orthopedic or burn condition that Shriners Hospitals can help. 

Titles
The titles belonging to all Grand Lodge officers are described in The Constitutions, as follows: 
· The title of the Grand Master shall be “Most Worshipful.” 
· The remaining Grand Officers, including the Commissioners of Appeals, the Trustees of the Masonic Hall and Asylum Fund, Masonic Medical Research Laboratory Board and Directors, and Trustees of the Livingston Library shall be “Right Worshipful." 
· The title of a Master or a Past Master is “Worshipful”, 
· of a Grand Representative is “Right Worshipful”; 
· of an Assistant Grand Lecturer is “Very Worshipful." 
A Lodge or Grand Lodge officer on any Masonic occasion should be addressed or referred to by his title. Never address a Worshipful Master as “Worshipful Sir,” but as “Worshipful Master.” 
Also, the words are “Brethren” or “Brothers” (no such words as “Brothern” or “Brethern”). 
Wives and widows are our “Sisters” (and there obviously should be no such reference to them as “Sistern”.)

Treasurer’s Receipts to Secretary
This is a book of receipt forms, in duplicate, indicating the date and the amounts of cash turned over by the Secretary to the Treasurer. It should always be signed by the Treasurer at the time he accepts the money. (LS Form 130)

Tun Tavern

Tun Tavern was a brew house built by Samuel Carpenter in 1685. It was located on Philadelphia's historic waterfront at the corner of Water Street and Tun Alley leading to Carpenter’s Wharf near what is today known as "Penn's Landing." Historically, it is regarded as the "First Brew House" built in Philadelphia and among the very first in the country. In 1732, the first meetings of the St. John's #1 Lodge, a Grand Lodge of the Masonic Temple, were held at the Tavern. The election of the first Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania was held at the Tavern; subsequently Benjamin Franklin was its third Grand Master.

On November 10, 1775, Robert Mullan, the proprietor of the Tavern and son of Peggy Mullan, was commissioned by an act of Congress to raise the first two battalions of Marines, under the leadership of Samuel Nicholas, the first appointed Commandant of the Continental Marines. Nicholas's grandfather was also a member of the Tun Tavern Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons and it is this relationship between Mullan, Nicholas and the Tavern which has resulted in Tun Tavern being acknowledged as the birthplace of the United States Marine Corps. Each year on November 10th, around the world Marines toast the Marine's birthplace on the most significant date in the history of the Corps.

Twenty-Four Inch Gauge
Frequently called the lodge resource handbook, this handbook and its associated training course covers a wide variety of information essential to the organization and operation of a lodge.  

Following is a partial list of the subject material:

     How to Speak With Confidence

     The Investigation Committee

     The Lodge Budget

     Lodge Committees

     Lodge Meeting - Agenda

     Lodge Officers Duties

     Masonic Quizzes

     Membership and Attendance

     Masonic Etiquette and Protocol

Every Lodge should have three copies of the Twenty-Four Inch Gauge for the Master and Wardens to use during their terms of office and pass along to their successors. If any are lost or not transmitted, the Secretary should see that replacements are obtained from Lodge Supplies. He should also encourage Past Masters to purchase their own Twenty-Four Inch Gauge from Lodge Supplies. It is suggested that each Lodge have an additional copy of The 24 Inch Gauge and that Brothers be encouraged to view it.

Visiting Masters

Visiting Masters and Past Masters are usually paid the honor of a welcome by name, with their proper title of “Worshipful” (unless they hold the title of “Right Worshipful”) and the Master may invite them to a seat in the East if he wishes. The fact that they come as representing a Lodge, rather than in any private capacity, entitles them to courtesies and respect one regular Lodge owes another. They should not be invited to the East when it is occupied by any elective Grand Lodge Line Officers, the District Deputy Grand Master, or the Staff Officer.

Visiting “Teams”

If a Degree “Team” visits another Lodge to confer a Degree, its relationship to the Lodge it visits is as guest to host, and the Lodge should therefore be careful to avoid any kind of unseemly conduct on the part of any of its members. And, of equal importance, ascertain in advance that it will not introduce into its work any feature not acceptable to the host Lodge or to its Worshipful Master. This is one reason why there should be used only the Ritual as Grand Lodge prescribes it.

Visitors

Visitors should be treated with courtesy. If circumstances are such that the Master decides no visitors are to be present, or if he believes that a visitor might disturb the peace and harmony of the Lodge, the visitor(s) must be informed, with great tact and diplomacy, that visitors will not be admitted. 

If an Examining Committee is appointed to meet with a visitor, it should deal with him in a kindly and considerate manner. Catch questions, attempts to trip him up by trickery, or any attempt of the Committee to “show off” its own knowledge in order to humiliate the visitor, are un-Masonic in spirit. The only duty of a Committee is to assure itself that the stranger is a Master Mason in good standing in some regular Lodge; for it to go beyond this is to exceed its authority. After introducing the visitor to the Worshipful Master the Committee should assist the Senior Deacon to find him a seat and, when opportunity offers, to introduce him to the Lodge members, and otherwise make him feel at home. 
Delegations of Brethren sometimes visit neighboring Lodges. It is a fine custom on these occasions, practiced in many of our Lodges, for the Masters to call up the Lodge as the delegation enters, necessarily so if Masters, Past Masters or Grand Lodge officers are in the delegation.

The Grand Lodge law governing visitors is found in The Constitutions: “No visitor from this jurisdiction shall be admitted into any Lodge without due inquiry and satisfaction as to his good Masonic standing; nor shall he be admitted or be permitted to remain therein if his presence will disturb the harmony of the Lodge or embarrass its work. 
The names of visitors to Lodges must be announced in open Lodge, and either there vouched for, or, before examination, a certificate of the visitor's standing in a Lodge warranted by the Grand Lodge must be presented. “Any visitor from another Jurisdiction, unless personally known, applying for examination for admission to a Lodge in this Jurisdiction shall be required to present a certificate of his membership in the Lodge from which he hails. Such certificate shall be authenticated as follows:

1. By the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge in which such Lodge is located, as to the regular standing of the Lodge.

2. By the Secretary of the Lodge as to the Masonic standing of the Brother; and

3. By the signature of the Brother in whose name the certificate is issued, for personal identification.

A Brother has the right to see the Charter of the Lodge he is visiting if he so desires. A Tiler's attitude toward visitors should be courteous. All decisions concerning them should be made by the Master or a Committee appointed by the Master, and a Tiler should carry out this decision with tact and without questioning it or commenting on it.

Visitor Protocol

There is a well-defined system of etiquette for the reception of present or past Grand Lodge officers by a Lodge or at other Masonic functions. This system for the order of their reception may be found in the most current copy of the Masonic Protocol published and updated as needed by the Grand Marshal.
WORDS, TERMS and NAMES

affiliate - to join a lodge when already a Master Mason

alarm - notice of desire for admission into an open lodge

allegory - fable, legend, concealing lesson or Truth

ample form - Opening and closing ceremonies by Grand Master or his representative

"antients" - The group of mainly Irish masons who formed their own Grand Lodge in 1751/53 and 
prospered until united with the "moderns" in 1813. They saw their chief difference being their allegiance to older protocols.

battery - Masonically, formal salutes (i.e., Grand Honors)

cable tow - The scope of a reasonable man's ability to perform a task.

charges - formal allegations of the commission of some Masonic offense, and of the facts and 
circumstances tending to support such allegations, prepared by the Proctor at the direction of the Grand Master. 

colors - Blue in Craft Masonry; red in Royal Arch; purple Cryptic masonry and Symbolic Grand 
Lodge; white and black in Templars; all colors in Scottish Rite. Mourning colors, black except A.A.S.R. which is purple.

communication - A Masonic Lodge meeting; "to share with others."

complaint - a written statement to the Grand Master that un-Masonic behavior has occurred and 
that charges need to be filed.

conferred - A degree worked upon a candidate. 

cowan - An uninstructed Mason; Mason without the word.

darkness - Symbol of ignorance, lack of Masonic light.

dispensation - Authority given by Grand Master to dispense with certain regulations.

due guard - Salute; mode of recognition

East - Source of Light

edict - Decree of Grand Master/Lodge.

esoteric - Not written; secret; only for the initiated

exemplified - Masonic degree for instruction

Great Lights - Volume of Sacred Law, square and compasses

hele - To cover, conceal

installation - Formal induction into Masonic office

investigating - committee to examine the character and Masonic suitability of a petitioner; 
appointed by the master.

irregular - Not according to Masonic law; clandestine.

jurisdiction - [1] refers to Masonic authority of Grand Lodge; 
[2] specifies that territory in which lodges have prior claim on brother's affiliation; fairly complex and should be read for application in particular cases.

just and duly constituted - Lodge with legal number of brethren to open and work, created by 
lawful authority, and having a charter

landmarks - common law of Freemasonry; those principles which have guided the Craft "since time 
immemorial."

lawful information - Obtained in a tiled lodge; by receiving avouchment; by examination.

lewis - Son of a Master Mason

life/privileged - membership classification which may be established by lodge by-laws providing 
for reduction of dues upon attainment of specified length of membership or such other conditions specified; must be automatically granted all members who meet the specifications without any further test.

metal - divestiture of metal is symbolic of poverty

"moderns" - That group of Freemasons who formed the first grand lodge in 1717.

mosaic pavement - Alternate black and white squares; symbols of good and evil.

mystic tie - Bond between brethren; between brother and Mother lodge.

non-affiliate - Master Mason not belonging to a lodge.

Northeast corner - Symbol of beginning 

obligation - Solemn promise

Ombudsman - (A Viking term for an appointed officer in an organization whose job it is to 
represent the concerns of the constituency directly to the organization's leaders.) Masonically, an "Umbrella Chairman".

password - Mode of recognition

Patrons of Masonry - St. John the Baptist (June 24), St. John the Evangelist (December 27)

penalty - Expulsion, suspension, reprimand

petition - a written request; for initiation, this is a form provided by the lodge which must be filled 
out in the petitioner's own handwriting- no exceptions to this requirement are allowed.

profane - Not a Mason, nor Masonic (Unnecessary term, offends non-Masons and places Masons 
on the defensive. Use instead "non-mason/s".)

raised - Having completed the degree of Master Mason

recognition - Grand Lodge has the right to determine for itself as to every body of men claiming to 
be Masonic throughout the world, whether Grand or particular, whether they are regular or clandestine 

regular - According to duly constituted authority

resign - Masters and Wardens elected and installed cannot; members demit to leave a lodge.

return - that annual report which must be filed by the lodge secretary with Grand Lodge specifying 
the state of the membership; failure to do so for two consecutive years can result in revocation of a lodge's charter.

ritual - that text which is adopted by Grand Lodge through the Custodian of the Work for all 
Masonic ceremonies and functions.

secrecy - Obligatory on all Masons for esoteric work.

side degrees - Not officially recognized as part of Masonic system.

signs - Means of recognition

speculative -- Non-operative; all Freemasons

summons - Demand to appear

symbol - Design, or object, significant of embedded Truth.

table lodge - Special 1st degree ceremony used at banquets

trestleboard - Board on which master draws designs; notice of lodge activities

Umbrella Chairman - (or Coordinator) Masonically, an "Umbrella Chairman". within the State [of 
New York] or a District is responsible for supporting and overseeing the work of committees within his umbrella; to be an instrument for two-way communications, for disseminating information, coordinating activities and programs and for finding viable solutions to problems or complaints; to reduce duplicated efforts and overlapping responsibilities.

unmasonic conduct - an act or conduct tending to impair the purity of the Masonic institution or 
its usefulness, or to cause scandal, or to degrade its public estimation

vouch for - sitting in open lodge with a brother...constitutes lawful Masonic information; (all 
visitors, nonetheless, are present at the discretion of the master; note when present on 
official business, the Grand Master's representatives are not "visitors.")

titles - those positional labels prescribed in the Book of Constitutions and the Handbook of Masonic 
Law for Grand and Particular Lodge officers selected and appointed; as our ritual teaches, however, the most Masonic of all titles is "Brother." (See Book of Masonic Etiquette)

warrant - Charter.

work - Conferring of degrees.
YORK RITE OF FREEMASONRY

THE YORK RITE CONSISTS OF FOUR DISTINCT AND SEPARATE SOVEREIGN MASONIC BODIES:

· The Symbolic Lodge

The symbolic degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master Mason, as conferred in the United States, are degrees of the York Rite.

· The Chapter of Royal Arch Masons

The various local Chapters operate under the jurisdiction of the “Grand Chapter” of each state, which in turn is governed by the General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch

Masons International. The General Grand Chapter constitutes the largest Masonic Body in the world. The Chapter confers four degrees (Capitular Degrees), giving a complete story of Masonic symbolism, in the following order:

Mark Master

Past Master (Virtual)

Most Excellent Master

Royal Arch

· The Council of Cryptic Masons

The Councils of Cryptic Masons operate under the jurisdiction of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of each state and most Grand Councils operate under the General Grand Council of the United States. They confer the following three degrees:

Royal Master

Select Master

Super Excellent Master

· The Commandery of Knights Templar

Commandery of each jurisdiction, and they in turn by the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the U.S.A. In the Commandery, the Chivalric Orders of Christian

Knighthood are conferred as follows:

The Illustrious Order of the Red Cross

The Order of Knight of Malta

The Order of the Temple

Being a York Rite Mason does not mean you are elevated to a “higher rank’. It is an educational tool to help you realize the Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood of Man in your own life.
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